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!e Gradual Road to Ruin
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

A wise old sage once observed, “When it starts out stupid, it just gets more stupid.” The parable in today’s 
gospel illustrates this wisdom.

The son has been sent. The jig is up. The owner is not going to give up the vineyard. The tenants gambled and 
lost. It’s time for them to accept the inevitable and pay the rent. But common sense and wisdom do not prevail. 
Kill the son, they think, and all that he would have inherited will be ours!

How do you get from “don’t pay the rent” to “kill the son”? It is not a straight or smooth path. There are a lot 
of twists and turns between point A and point B. But it happens. It sneaks in. It demands little compromises 
and small dishonesties along the way as it becomes easier and easier for you to choose what is 
destructive. Then, you find you have lost it all—your very self. And the corruption you’ve embraced 
convinces you that you’re making wise choices. You must be completely cleansed of the seduction 
that has enabled you to make these choices. You need to start again. ●

Reflect
Am I aware of a sin that has become easy to commit?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

October 4, 2026

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 5:1–7 / Philippians 4:6–9 / Matthew 21:33–43

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6



  

St. Anthony’s Church 

26 Middle Road -Warwick WK03, Bermuda 
Phone: (Office Direct Line) 441-238-1784  
Parish Email:  

stanthonybermuda@gmail.com  
Father Jacob Swapan Gomes 
Telephone Number – 292-0607 Ext. 5 
Cell Number -- 704-1874 
 
Reconciliation: By appointment      
Baptisms: By Appointment – One month in advance 
Weddings: By Appointment –A year in advance 
Organist:  Jane Farge 
St. Anthony’s Club (CCD):  Fridays 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm   
   Coordinator: Anna Daniel 236-2438   
   Email: stanthonyccd@yahoo.com  
Hall Rentals: Anna Daniels 236-2438 
St. Vincent de Paul Rep:  Pat Rodrigues  
St. Vincent de Paul No.    525-1191 
 

Mass Schedule at St. Anthony’s 
 
Oct      3        11:00 am      Passing of St. Francis Mass  
Oct      3         6:15  pm      Parishioners of St. Anthony  
Oct      4       11:30  am      Parishioners of St. Anthony   
Oct      6         8:30  am    
Oct      7         8:30  am     
Oct      8         8:30  am  
Oct      9         8:30  am  
Oct    10         6:15  pm     Parishioners of St. Anthony 
Oct    11       11:30  am     Parishioners of St. Anthony 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to serve as Lectors, Eucharistic  
Ministers, Ushers, Collection Counters, Parish Council 
members, etc.  If you can assist kindly let a member of the 
Parish Council know or call Pat Rodrigues at 524-1026   
_______________________________________________ 

St Vincent de Paul Poor Box Donations 
 
Please use:  BDA # 2000 6060 4767 11100 or  
                        US # 8400 7847 30010 
Cash donation - please use the SVDP envelopes and place 
them in the collection baskets at the weekend Masses.  
Any amount  goes a long way to support those in need. 
_______________________________________________ 

 
Holy Rosary 

Please note that the Holy Rosary is recited every 
Wednesday morning at St Patrick’s Church at 10:00 am. 
Please join.  
______________________________________________ 
 

Bulletin – October 3 /October 4, 2026 
 

Weekly Collections at St. Anthony’s 
 
Sept 19/20 $    987.00 
Sept 26/27 $ 1,181.00 
 
Online payments can be made directly into the Bank account of 
St. Anthony’s – Butterfield Bank –  
BD $ Current A/c – 20006060061567100    and  
US $ Current A/c -  20006840061567100.   
 
Please make sure to indicate what the donation is for in the 
memo field when making the payment online – i.e., General 
collection; Maintenance; Mission Sunday, etc.  Multiple 
payments can be made for those times when you are away 
or on vacation. Please note that we are charged $20 for US 
checks drawn on a US Bank. Kindly do not place Canadian,  
British or any old Bermuda currency in the collection 
baskets. 
______________________________________________ 

Maintenance Collection – this Saturday only          
 

St. Anthony’s Ministry Schedules 
Counting  Ministry  Oct   4:       Pat and Steve 
                                    Oct  11:      Annette and Jackie  
 

 
Saturday October 3 

Lector:  Jackie Tailford 
Eucharistic Minister:  Raynae Fleming 
Collection:  Anna Daniel and Jackie Tailford 
Hospitality: Jackie Tailford 
 

Sunday October 4 
Lector:   Sylvester Augustine 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Annabelle Saunders, Julita Looby &  
                                         Louise Vizien 
Collection:  Kenrick Shillingford & Sylvester Augustine 
Hospitality:  Denis Thornhill  
 
 

Saturday  October 10 
Lector:   Jackie Tailford 
Eucharistic Minister:  Delia Mendonca 
Collection:  Anna Daniel and Jackie Tailford 
Hospitality: Jackie Tailford 
 

Sunday October 11 
Lector:   McKenna DeSa 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Annabelle Saunders, Julita Looby &                       
                                          Louise Vizien 
Collection:  Kenrick Shillingford & Sylvester Augustine 
Hospitality:  Denis Thornhill  
_______________________________________________ 
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Bishop’s Corner 
 
Dear Fellow-Catholics, 
 
Thinking these days about St. Thérèse, the 

Little Flower, the Patroness of our Diocese and our Cathedral 
with its Parish, I would like to share with you a poem by Dr. John 
Celes: 

If every flower be a rose,  
And drape the world in hues,  
The earth could look less beautiful,  
And every dawn – stale-news! 

If every flower be a lily,  
And emanate perfume,  
Then nostrils will discontent be,  
And women all could fume! 

If every flower, daisy be,  
And turn the fields to lawns,  
The feast to eyes could soon be lost,  
And empty will be dawns! 

So, every flower, God has made 
With beauty that can’t fade;  
And uniqueness that is well-laid,  
To decorate the braid. 

No matter, how silly, it be,  
Each flower seems so nice;  
The flower in the wilderness 
Is dressed to well entice. 

You cannot belittle something 
In Mother Nature’s lap!  
For God has taken every care 
To give each, needed sap. 

The world God made is perfect most,  
And man can’t find a fault;  
Man’s wisdom is far too little 
To make salty, the salt! 

 

Happy St. Thérèse Feast! And a blessed week! 
 
Bishop Wes 
 

 
Preparation classes for Confirmation will start at the 
beginning of November. There will be two options: 
Miss Maura Almeida will hold classes on Mondays from 
4:00pm – 5:30pm in St. Theresa’s Hall with the first class 
beginning on the 2nd of November. 
 

Mr. Anthony Donaghy will hold classes on Wednesdays 
from 5:00pm – 6:30pm also in St. Theresa’s Hall with the 
first class beginning on the 4th of November. 
 

Confirmation will take place on Pentecost Sunday, 16th of 
May 2027, at 2:00pm in St. Theresa’s Cathedral. 
If your child was born in 2012 or prior, they are eligible to 
prepare for Confirmation. Please contact the Chancery 
Office to register for classes at orcc.bermuda@gmail.com if 
you have not already been contacted by them. 

Movie Tuesday   
 

This Tuesday, the 6th of October, we will 
re-start our Lunch & Movie Programme. 
 

At 12:00pm lunch will be served (this 
Tuesday it will be a Split Pea & Ham Soup 
and rolls), and afterwards we will watch the movie, with ice-
cream during the intermission. 
 

The movie will be "Immortal Beloved" from 1994, written and 
directed by Bernard Rose. It is a mesmerising mystery based 
on the tumultuous life of Ludwig Van Beethoven. Gary Oldman 
gives a tour de force performance as the passionate, volatile 
genius who inspired love and hatred in equal measure. 
Whether seducing regal followers or criticising the ruling 
class, Beethoven made many enemies. But he also had one 
true love - the unnamed "Immortal Beloved" mentioned in an 
enigmatic letter discovered upon his death. The thrilling 
search for the identity of this mystery woman leads us into 
Beethoven's dark past, his hidden passions, and ultimately 
into the unparalleled genius of his music. 
 

Film length is 121 minutes. 
It is rated R for violence and language. In the UK it was 
classified for 15 years and older audience. 
 

 
ST. ANTHONY’S FRIDAY CLUB/ CCD 

Our Friday club started on Friday, 2nd October at 6.30pm. 
If you have  a child or know of a child/ children who would like to 
join our Friday club, please send an email to 
stanthonyccd@yahoo.com  or call Anna Daniel at 236-2438.  
Parents with children born in 2019 and who wish to celebrate First 
Holy Communion, please contact Anna Daniel.  
 

Deadline for all registrations is Friday, 29th October 2026.  
 

 

St. Anthony’s Jubilee Year Celebrations 
During this Jubilee Year of St. Francis of Assisi 2026, 

Mass will be held at St. Anthony’s Church on 
Monday, 12 October, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. to celebrate 

St. Carlo Acutis’ Liturgical Feast 
We look forward to your participation and support. 

__________________________________________ 
CHRISTMAS FAIR & CAR BOOT  !!! 

 
The Annual Christmas Fair & Car Boot is on 

 Saturday, November 28th, 9am-4pm  
 

Please put this date in your diary & come 
out and support this Church Fundraiser! 
 Any help before, during or after will be 
gratefully accepted! Thank you. 

 

Please contact Trish 5050702 or Debbie 7370107 
 __________________________________________ 
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Dear Padre,
My friend is deeply involved in her faith, 
but I struggle with our friendship because 
I don’t like how she treats her pets. I don’t 
understand how someone who values religion 
so highly can show so little care for animals. 
What should I do?
Franciscan Friar Kevin Mackin writes, “The bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, because 
the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic. Eye to eye are two creatures of love” (“Why 
We Bless Animals,” Catholic Update). Because of this strong bond between humans and sentient creatures, it’s 
especially difficult to witness their mistreatment, either through neglect (such as failing to provide sufficient 
food, water, shelter, or veterinary care) or direct physical abuse (a violation of anti-cruelty laws and a criminal 
offense in all fifty states). Studies show that owning pets offers us companionship and emotional support; in 
turn, these qualities can foster in us greater empathy and compassion toward others. Yet, while pets may greatly 
benefit our health and well-being, owning them comes with a serious obligation and moral responsibility. 
Vulnerable pets depend on humans for adequate care and protection. At times, some pet owners can be 
overwhelmed by their responsibility to provide proper care; others may even be unaware that they are treating 
their pets inappropriately. Out of concern for both your friend and her pets, consider a non-critical, non-
confrontational approach to discuss your observations and to offer assistance. ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question  

and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
October 5
Weekday
Gal 1:6–12
Lk 10:25–37

Tuesday
October 6
Weekday
Gal 1:13–24
Lk 10:38–42

Wednesday
October 7
Our Lady of the 
Rosary
Gal 2:1–2, 7–14
Lk 11:1–4

Thursday
October 8
Weekday
Gal 3:1–5
Lk 11:5–13

Friday
October 9
Weekday
Gal 3:7–14
Lk 11:15–26

Saturday
October 10
Weekday
Gal 3:22–29
Lk 11:27–28

Sunday
October 11
Twenty-eighth 
Sunday in Ordinary 
Time
Is 25:6–10a
Phil 4:12–14, 19–20
Mt 22:1–14 or 
22:1–10

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Today we lift up our prayer for peace in the world, 
asking that nations renounce weapons and choose 
the path of dialogue and diplomacy. Disarm our 
hearts of hatred, resentment, and indifference, so 
we may become instruments of reconciliation. Help 
us understand that true security does not come from 
control fueled by fear, but from trust, justice, and 
solidarity among peoples.

“PRAY WITH THE POPE” VIDEO MESSAGE, MARCH 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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