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Following Jesus Without  
a Star to Guide Us

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage” (Matthew 2:2) describes the spark 
that sent the Magi on their journey. Something unusual in the sky, interpreted as a sign of something 

wonderful—in response, they changed direction in their lives and devoted themselves to a completely different 
path. As wonderful as it might well be, a special star in the heavens is not the ordinary experience of how 
we learn to follow the Lord or discern his will. If only there could be a sign in God’s universe for each of us, 
beckoning us forward, clarifying what we need to do, setting down the path that needs to be 
followed. Perhaps life would be much simpler. Or perhaps not?

Would it truly be less complicated if everything were made clear and certain? Is the 
manifestation of God’s grace and blessings confined to the straight and narrow, or can we also 
experience God in the chaos—”in the weeds,” so to speak. Human experience seems to suggest 
that life is more “gray” than “black and white.” There is real grace in the journey, in making 
mistakes, even in choosing something that is incomplete. Thankfully, God’s grace does not need 
perfection to be powerful. We can know and follow God’s will for us in the ordinary moments of day-to-day 
living. We do not need the extraordinary or the dramatic. ●

Reflect
How can I resolve to look for God in the unplanned, the unexpected, the interruptions?

January 4, 2026

!e Epiphany of the Lord (A)

Isaiah 60:1–6  /  Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6 /  Matthew 2:1–12 

“We saw his star at its rising and 
have come to do him homage.” 

MATTHEW 2:2

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY



   
St. Joseph’s Church 

was consecrated on the 29th of January 1928. 
It is the oldest standing Roman Catholic Church on the island. 

 

Address: 45 Somerset Road, Sandys MA 03, Bermuda 
P.O. Box MA 05, Mangrove Bay, Sandys MABX, Bermuda. 

Telephone: (441) 234-2321 
Email: stjosephbermuda@gmail.com 

 

PASTOR: FR. JACOB SWAPAN GOMES 
(441) 292-0607 Ext. 5 or (441) 704-1874 (cell) 

 

 
Mass Schedule 

Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Baptism By appointment: one month in 
advance 

Weddings By date: one year in advance (approx.) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Sunday morning: 8:30 a.m. 
Filipino Mass – Saturday   January 
Kids & Youth Ministry 11th January 2026 
Children’s Mass  February 
Pastoral & Finance Council 12th January 2026 – 6:30 p.m. 
Coffee Social  
Second Collection                              

February 
Second weekend of the Month 

    

DIOCESE OF HAMILTON IN BERMUDA 
Most Rev. Bishop, Wiesław (Wes) Śpiewak 

www.romancatholicbermuda.bm 
 

Parish Team Leaders 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Card – Pastoral          Mrs. Annette Barclay 
Council Chairperson                            St. Vincent de Paul 
                                                             Society Representative 
 

Walette Cross                                     Natalia Walker & Justin  
Stewardship Representative               Tavares                                                            
                                                             Religious Education - 
Mrs. Mary Harvey - Parish                  Kids & Youth Ministry 
Administrator & Finance                       
Committee Team Leader                     Mrs. Jane Farge -  
                                                            Music Ministry                                               

 

Today’s Hymns  
Entrance:       Angels from the Realms of 
                       Glory (V1,2,3)                               #332                      
Offertory:      We Three Kings                            #329          
Communion: Bread of Life                                 #805     
Recessional: As with Gladness Men of Old     #334  

 

Leader of Song: Justin Tavares 
 

 
The St. Joseph’s Parish family takes this opportunity to thank you for 

coming to worship with us today. May the loving Lord always be with 
you, and with your families. 

 
  Sunday – 4th January 2026  

Proclaimer of God’s Word                           Elizabeth Card 
Opening/Closing of the Church                  Annette Barclay 
Eucharistic Minister                                     Carol DeSilva 
Collection Counters                                     Kathie Ausenda 
Altar Server                                                   Seamus Stones 
Music                                                             Jane Farge 

 

Prayers: Please keep our sick and shut-ins in your prayers, 
especially Ilene Bremar, Andrew Card, Eleanor Correia and Mary 
Maybury. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sunday, 4th January                                 +Denis DeSousa 
 

ATTENDANCE & COLLECTION 
                        

MASS Attendees Collection 
Sunday 28th December - 9:00 a.m. 34     299.50 
Votives       94.26 
Donation/Use of Parish Hall (24/12)     100.00 
St. Vincent DePaul (Alms box)       46.25 
New Year’s Day (no collection taken) 21  

TOTAL:  $540.01 
 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity, it is appreciated. Banking 
information: St. Joseph’s Parish – Account Number: 20006060757062100 – 

Bank   NT Butterfield 

 Please join us in the Parish Centre, after Mass 
this morning, for coffee and King Cake. 
 

Our next Pastoral & Finance Council Meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, 12th January at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Centre. 

 
 

 Next Sunday, 11th January, is the second Sunday 
of the month, therefore, there will be two collections – 
regular and maintenance. 
 
 

The Kid’s & Youth Ministry will resume next Sunday,  
11th January, and will take the form of “stewardship”, 
meaning, they can help to take down the decorations. We 
could also use the help of some of our adult parishioners, and 
for this we would be most grateful.  
 

As this is a New Year let us make a commitment to help 
more in our little Church. We certainly could use a few 
younger volunteers to participate in the various “ministries,” 
and the planning of social events, etc. 
 

Partial Reprint from 13th July 2025 bulletin - HOW CAN 
YOU HELP YOUR PARISH?  
Most churches (Catholic or otherwise) are reliant on its 
parishioners being actively engaged. Our parish is no different 
and needs your help. Please take a little time out to search 
your hearts to see where you can become more involved in 
the life of St. Joseph’s. Take a good look around on the 
weekend to see who makes up the team of  

 
 

volunteers! 
Saturday: (when it resumes) 
 

                Lector x 2 (75 and over):  
                Eucharistic Minister x 1 (over 75)  
Sunday:   Lector x 5 (2 over 75) 
                Eucharistic Minister x 5 (1 under 75) 
                Collection Counters x 5 (4 over 75) 
 

Social Activities: This requires younger people to help 
to plan and see these events to fruition.  
 

Laundering of liturgical linens and altar linens; and the 
list goes on!!  So 
 

1) Can you give a little time to participate in one or more 
of the “ministries”? 

2) Could your involvement help to build a better parish 
community?  
 

 If so, speak to Annette Barclay, Liz Card, or (now) Fr. 
Jacob. 
 
From Donna Kersey’s Collection of God's Other Ways 
The start of a New Year is an ideal time to reflect on the 
past; to take account of one’s Christian walk; and, to 
consider the direction God may want to lead each of us 
in the coming days. Set aside some time to pause and 
evaluate your spiritual walk, as you seek God's 
presence with this prayerful collection of New Year's 
poems for Christians. (We borrowed a few) 
 

How can I use the New Year to better serve my Lord? 
I’ll read my Bible every day and be more in accord. 
I’ll find new ways of serving others; I’ll love my neighbor, 
too. 
 

I’ll focus on “give” instead of “get” in everything I do. 
I’ll forgive the people I’m mad at; angry feelings I’ll 
discard; 
I’ll try to love my enemies, even though it’s hard. 
 

In the New Year, I’ll lift people up, instead of putting 
them down. 
I’ll fill my heart with love and joy and never wear a frown. 
 

I’ll let go of my worries; put it all into His hands; 
I’ll repent and try to sin less and obey all His commands. 
 

These New Year’s resolutions are difficult, at best. 
Yet, here’s what I can do each day that will put my soul 
at rest: 
 

I’ll love my Lord with all my heart, with all my mind and 
soul; 
If I do that essential thing, I’ll leave the rest in His 
control. 
 

- Anonymous 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        ………………. 

A RECIPE TO LIVE BY 
Take a cup of Forgiveness, stir in some of God’s 
grace, then fold it into your heart and this recipe you’ll 
embrace. 
 

But you’ll need to keep adding more ingredients as 
you go, if you plan on having a year, where Love can 
rise and grow. 
 

You’re going to need Patience, at least a cup or two, 
if you want to have meekness, bubbling up inside of 
you. 
 

Slowly blend in a heaping spoonful of Goodness; 
beat into the mixture to whip up Gentleness. 
 

Don’t forget to add a pinch of Joy; and, as you whisk 
it into Peace, add a dollop of Faith and Trust, so Hope 
you will release. 
 

If you live in the Spirit, you will need to walk in it too, 
….. follow this recipe to produce His fruit in you!  
 

- Author Unknown 
 

BISHOP’s CORNER 
 

Dear Fellow-Catholics, 
 

As we began a new calendar year, on 1 January we 
celebrated the 59th World Day of Peace. For his first 
message on this occasion, Pope Leo chose the 
theme: “Peace be with you all: towards an ‘unarmed 
and disarming’ peace.” The Pontiff reflected 
especially on the fear, growing military spending, and 
threat of war in our world, inviting all people to 
embrace an authentic peace rooted in love and 
justice. 
Reflecting on the peace that the risen Christ shared 
with his disciples, the Holy Father wrote: “Let us open 
ourselves to peace! Let us welcome it and recognise 
it, rather than believing it to be impossible and beyond 
our reach. Peace is more than just a goal; it is a 
presence and a journey.” He highlighted that the path 
of the Gospel is one of nonviolence and recalled the 
challenge this posed to Jesus’ disciples, who were 
commanded by the Lord to “put your sword back into 
its sheath.” 
Reflecting further on the life of Christ, the Pope noted: 
“His was an unarmed struggle in the midst of concrete 
historical, political, and social circumstances.” 
Consequently, he emphasised that Christians today 
must recognise past complicity in violence and 
commit themselves to prophetic witness. “May this be 
one of the fruits of the Jubilee of Hope, which has 
moved millions of people to rediscover themselves as 
pilgrims and to begin within themselves that 
disarmament of heart, mind, and life,” concluded the 
Holy Father. For official text of the message, see: 
https://tinyurl.com/ctd8f9b8 
Have a peaceful weekend and a serene and blessed 
new year! 
 

Bishop Wes 

 

 

mailto:stjosephbermuda@gmail.com
http://www.romancatholicbermuda.bm/
https://www.godsotherways.com/stories?author=5547c481e4b03fbad8ee0826
https://www.godsotherways.com/stories/category/God%27s+Other+Ways
https://tinyurl.com/ctd8f9b8
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Dear Padre,
I recently lost my husband of sixty years. I 
prayed for him through his four-year illness. 
Since he has died, I cannot pray. Any advice  
for me?
My heartfelt condolences on your profound loss. When 
someone we love dies, a part of us dies too. Sometimes, the 
trauma is so severe that it can even affect our relationship 
with God.

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kübler-Ross identified five stages of 
grief. In the denial stage, some people can’t accept the reality of the death. It becomes too much to handle. In 
the anger stage, some may question their belief in God—especially if their prayer requests (such as, “Please God, 
if you heal my loved one, I will…”) weren’t successful in the bargaining stage. People in the depression stage 
feel overwhelmed by the reality of the loss and may not always feel like connecting with others—even with God 
in prayer. However, in the acceptance stage, emotions stabilize, and a person comes to terms with their new 
reality. Nothing makes up for the absence of a loved one, but people manage to cope and live on.

It’s because you loved so deeply that the loss feels so deep. God accepts you completely; God understands 
how you feel. He wants you to be at peace and live life fully. Our compassionate God yearns to help console you 
and offer assistance in your healing process until you can embrace him again in prayer. ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question  

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
January 5
St. John Neumann, 
Bishop 
1 Jn 3:22—4:6
Mt 4:12–17, 23–25 

Tuesday
January 6
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:7–10
Mk 6:34–44

Wednesday
January 7
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:11–18
Mk 6:45–52

Thursday
January 8
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:19—5:4
Lk 4:14–22a

Friday
January 9
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5:5–13
Lk 5:12–16

Saturday
January 10
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5:14–21
Jn 3:22–30

Sunday
January 11
The Baptism  
of the Lord
Is 42:1–4, 6–7
Acts 10:34–38
Mt 3:13–17

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Let us resolve to bring [God’s] love everywhere, 
never forgetting that each of our sisters and 
brothers is a dwelling place of God and that his 
presence is manifested above all in the little ones, 
in the poor and the suffering, who ask us to be 
thoughtful and compassionate Christians.

REGINA CAELI, ROME, MAY 25, 2025
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