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Waiting, but Quick!
MIGUEL DULICK

This is the first Sunday of Advent, and the excitement is palpable. Writing 800 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah 
sounds like breaking news: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.” The 

psalmist announces we are already there: “And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.” Saint Paul tickles our 
fancy with another whole round of “revelation” yet to come “on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Only Jesus 
himself seems a little cautious: “Be watchful! Be alert!” The Lord “is coming,” but he’s not here yet. Leave it 
to Jesus to force the paradox for which Advent seems to have been created: Jesus is present, but we dare 
not “sleep,” lest we miss him! 

How do we wait for Christmas? After Halloween, the Christmas lights go up, the carols start, 
the “Merry Christmas!” / “Happy Holidays!” debate begins. Lent is a time for repentance, alms, and 
fasting. But there’s no fasting in Advent: we fill bags with gifts and stockings with goodies. The 
Church tries to slow us down and encourage a little reflecting to prepare the way, led by John the Baptist. 
So let’s keep waiting; let’s hold on to our peace. Christmas Eve will be here soon enough. But let’s not be too austere.               
A full menu of holiday parties and concerts and family feasts can legitimately “anticipate” Christmas. Let’s cheer each 
other: Merry Advent! ●

Reflect
What can I do to prepare for Christmas mindfully, peacefully, and joyfully?

November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent (A)

Isaiah 2:1–5 / Romans 13:11–14 / Matthew 24:37–44

Our salvation is nearer now than when we 
first believed; the night is advanced, the day 
is at hand. Let us then throw off the works of 
darkness [and] put on the armor of light. 

ROMANS 13:11B–12
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MINISTRIES . . .
NOVEMBER 29/30th - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00PM	 The Intentions of St. Michael’s Parishioners 
10:15AM	 For the Souls in Purgatory

DECEMBER 6/7th - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00PM	 Olivia & Agostinho Sardinna Furtado & Sons & Daughters++
10:15AM	 The Intentions of St. Michael’s Parishioners 

NOVEMBER 29/30th - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00PM	 Lector: 	 Joshua Blee	 EM:  Susan Shreeve
10:15AM	 Lector:	 Lucy Attride-Stirling	 EM:  Pat Robinson		
	 Collection:  Pat Robinson

DECEMBER 6/7th - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00PM	 Lector: 	 Laura DeFrias	 EM:  Carmen Olivierie
10:15AM	 Lector:	 Cherry Ramdass	 EM:  Joyce Lee			
	 Collection:  Jesse Almeida

MASS INTENTIONS . . .

NOVEMBER 22/23rd  
COLLECTION:  $596.00

Thank you for your generosity.

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE ONLINE 
to St. Michael’s Church’s: BNTB Account # 2000 6060 081824 100. 

WHEN MAKING YOUR ONLINE TRANSACTION, BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND “COLLECTION” AS YOUR MEMO ON YOUR BANKING TRANSACTION. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions
We welcome our parishioners and visitors who have come to St. Michael’s to worship this weekend.  
May you be blessed by your presence here today.

Pastor’s Point . . .
Dear Parishioners,

These Advent readings revolve around two themes. The first reading and the psalm offer a vision of peace centered around Jerusalem 
and its temple. Three times the psalm repeats a prayer for peace within the holy city. While the psalmist describes the tribes of Israel 
joyfully entering the temple, the prophet Isaiah sees a vision of all the nations streaming into Zion to receive instruction, a vision of 
international peace of the weapons of war melted down and reforged into tools for farming. 

Jesus offers the dramatic images of one man in the field and one woman grinding flour being taken while the other man and woman are left. Both 
images evoke sudden judgment.  Some Christians assume that the one taken is being rescued, while the one who is left will endure the tribulation of 
the end times, but the Gospel suggests instead that those taken away are like those swept away by the great flood of Noah’s day.  Stay awake, Jesus 
urges, so that you might not be carried away on the day of judgment.  

In Scripture, falling asleep is the metaphor both for death and for careless and self-indulgent living, living for pleasures rather than being attentive to 
God’s purposes. Jesus reminds his followers that they won’t know the hour or day of his return, which means they should live as if it might happen at 
any time. Likewise, Paul urges the Christians in Rome to live as if the day were about to break: the day of Christ’s return is at hand.

God bless,

Fr. Joe, Pastor and Vicar General

PS:  Personally, death is not the end, but a period of transition from this life to the next. How I live my life in the now will determine where I most likely 
will end up. So live your life in line with Christ and when the time comes for Him to call you and me home, then we will encounter Him face to face and 
hopefully with the words, “Come, good and faithful servant, into heaven where you will live forever.”

REFERENCE:  2026 Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays.  The almanac for Pastoral Liturgy, p. 6, Year “A”

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
We are called to offer God’s love to everyone, in 
order to achieve that unity which does not cancel out differences 
but values the personal history of each person and the social 
and religious culture of every people. Brothers and sisters, this is 
the hour for love! The heart of the gospel is the love of God that 
makes us brothers and sisters. 

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025
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Bishops Corner  . . .
Dear Fellow-Catholics,

In 2025, Christianity commemorates the 1700th anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea, convened in 325 
AD by Emperor Constantine in the city of Nicaea. Pope Leo’s upcoming Journey to Türkiye will take him to 
Ankara, Istanbul, and İznik, once known as Nicaea, for the 1700th anniversary of the first Ecumenical Council. 
Ahead of this journey, Pope Leo issued an Apostolic Letter ‘In unitate fidei’ on the 1700th Anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, 
broken down into twelve points, with the hope of “encouraging the whole Church to renew her enthusiasm for the profession of 
faith.” The ecumenical council in Nicaea aimed to address theological disputes and establish a unified Christian doctrine, and its 
outcomes included affirming Christ’s divinity and formulating the Nicene Creed.

Recalling that Christians, “share the same faith in the one and only God, the Father of all people; we confess together the 
one Lord and true Son of God, Jesus Christ, and the one Holy Spirit, who inspires us and impels us towards full unity and the 
common witness to the Gospel.” Pope Leo highlighted that, “Truly, what unites us is much greater than what divides us! In a 
world that is divided and torn apart by many conflicts, the one universal Christian community can be a sign of peace and an 
instrument of reconciliation, playing a decisive role in the global commitment to peace.”

For the entire text see: https://tinyurl.com/3z2da984

Have a serene weekend and a blessed month of December!

Bishop Wes

Dear Padre,
Is Advent a penitential season?
Strictly speaking, the penitential times in the Church are “every Friday  
of the whole year and the season of Lent” (Code of Canon Law, 1250).  
Advent is a time to prepare for Christmas when Christ’s First Coming is  
remembered, and this remembrance directs the mind and heart to  
await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time. (See Universal Norms  
on the Liturgical Year and the General Roman Calendar, 39.) While Advent  
is more anticipatory than penitential, the US Conference of Catholic
Bishops states, “Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts 
for the full joy of Christmas.” Although, historically, Advent was similar to Lent as a forty-day period of prayer and fasting, 
it was less severe than the season preceding Easter, and it lacked uniformity in the Western Church. The Eastern Church 
still begins the Nativity Fast on November 15, while in the Western Church, Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas.

Regardless, the significant focus of Advent is our Lord’s coming (adventus in Latin). The Church reflects this anticipation 
of Advent through such practices as limiting floral arrangements in the sanctuary, simpler liturgical music, and omitting 
the Gloria at Mass until Christmas. We can also reflect the anticipation of Advent through such spiritual practices as 
participation in works of charity, moderation in shopping, celebration of the sacrament of penance, fasting on Fridays, and 
prayerful contemplation on our Savior’s Incarnation. ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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What is Happening in Our Diocese?

CHANCERY OFFICE – EMAIL orcc.bermuda@gmail.com

Up coming Events . . .

St. MICHAEL’S                                                       
•	 EMMAUS Bible Study:  Each Tuesday at 3pm in the Pastor’s Office. The 

last Bible Study for 2025 is December 16th and will resumes on January 
13th 2026.

•    Neocatechumenal Way - “The Word” is on Wednesdays at 8:00pm
	 The celebration of the Neocatechumenal Way Eucharist -            	       

each Saturday at 8:00pm.
St. THERESA’S
Please be advised that during the winter season St. Theresa’s Cathedral 
will be locked at 4:00pm from Monday to Friday.
•	 Daily Mass is celebrated at 7:30am. 
•	 Noon Day Mass in St. Theresa’s Cathedral: The 12:10pm Mass is  

celebrated each Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
St. ANTHONY’S
•	 Daily Mass is celebrated Tuesday - Friday at 8:30am
St. PATRICK’S
•	 Daily Mass is celebrated at 8:00am
•	 The Rosary is recited every, WEDNESDAY at 10:00am
•	 The Portuguese Mass on Wednesdays at St. Patrick’s Church will be 

celebrated at 6pm starting from Wednesday, the 12th of November.
•	 Adoration will be on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
•	 A mass in Tagalog takes place on, THE SECOND FRIDAY of the month  

at 7:00pm.
St. JOSEPH’S
•	 A Filipino mass is celebrated every, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

at 11:00am
STELLA MARIS
•	 A Filipino mass is celebrated on the LAST Wednesday OF THE MONTH 

at 7:00pm
ST. THERESA’S GIFT SHOP Opening hours -  10:00am-2:00pm. 

Tuesdays and Saturdays. Come and see what we have. 

St. Joseph’s  “Afternoon of Christmas” will be held on Sunday, 
14th December at 2:30 p.m., in the Church (carols, songs, music). 
This is an “informal” gathering to enjoy a little fun and fellowship 
in the Spirit of the Season! A Social will follow in the Parish Centre.  

THIS WEEKEND 
November 29/30, there will be a 
Special Collection for Jamaica 

in all of our parish churches, 
in accordance with the 

recommendations of the AEC 
(Antilles Episcopal Conference).

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR JAMAICA

The Altar Society volunteers will be decorating the Church 
for our Christmas season and would like to invite  anyone 

who would like to participate in helping to bring our Church 
into this festive season is  invited to come and join us. Please 
consider volunteering to help. Many hands make light work.

We will meet on Saturday, December 13th at 9:30 am. 

All are welcome.

THIS WEEKEND  - Nov 29/30th

Please join us on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14th  
following the 10:15am Mass for our Christmas Coffee 

Social.There will be something special for the Kids.
Please consider sharing your favourite savoury or sweet 

offering,we would be very grateful. 
Please make every effort to support  

and enjoy this social.

CoffeeSocial

FAMILY
CHRISTMAS 
LITURGY
WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 24th  - 6PM

CALLING ALL CHILDREN
Parents, Would your children like to participate in the Children’s Christmas Nativity?  
We need children to be part of this year’s Family Mass by recreating the  Children’s 
Nativity of the Lord at the Family Mass. 
Please email stmichaelsbermuda@gmail.com or call Karen, 799-0842 to 
enlist your children in this special recreation of the Nativity at this Mass.   
This used to be a very special part of the Family Christmas Liturgy, and we want to 
reignite the warmth and meaning in us all by bringing this special part of this Mass 
to life.  WILL YOU HELP US?  Deadline is December 7th, next weekend, as we will 
need to be sure we have enough children to make this happen. Assignment to roles 
and costumes will be December 14th, rehearsal date and time to TBD, once we have 
the children signed up.



Await 
the Day

Our Sunday Readings

THE FIRST READING
Raising the mountain
The eighth century prophet Isaiah speaks here 
of a future in which everyone acknowledges the 
importance of Zion, the hill on which sat 
Jerusalem and the Jewish temple. Zion will 
become the most sacred place on earth for 
everyone and not only the Jews because all 
people will worship God alone (v.2). 

Receiving instruction
Non-Jews will eagerly head to Zion to learn how 
to live as God intends. God will teach them just 
as he once taught his chosen people, the 
Israelites. God’s word will steadily replace all 
other beliefs and ways of living (v.3).

God will demonstrate his reign over the whole 
earth by resolving conflicts among nations. These 
nations will submit to God’s sovereignty so 
completely that all violence will cease. People 
will even turn their tools of destruction into 
instruments of cultivation (v.4).

Since one day all the nations of the world will 
obey God, God’s own people, the house of Jacob, 
had better be following God right now (v.5).

ISAIAH 2:1-5
Reading closely
1. How do you think Isaiah experienced this 

vision?
2. Imagine you’re one of the people hearing 

this prophecy. 
a. What do you see happening to the 

mountain?
b.  What kinds of people do you see?
c. How are people instructed in the ways 

of God? 
d. How does the world change?
e. How do you feel about what’s 

happening?
3. Why might God have wanted his people to 

hear this prophecy?
Living the word
4. What places are sacred to you? Why?
5. What do you think it would take for nations 

to never again wage war?
6. How eagerly do you seek instruction in the 

ways of God?

by Edrianne Ezell | oursundayreadings.wordpress.com | eezell3@gmail.com

November 30, 2025    First Sunday of Advent  Cycle A

 
ISAIAH 2:1-5

PSALM 122:1-9

ROMANS 13:11-14

MATTHEW 24:37-44



THE GOSPEL READING
Parable 1: In the days of Noah
The story of Noah portrays God cleansing the 
earth of widespread wickedness. In this passage the 
same story points to the need for watchfulness. 
Right up until the flood people were living out their 
lives as usual, ignoring signs that a tremendous 
change was coming.

Parable 2: One will be taken...
The next parable portrays two sets of people 
working side by side. Although the two people in 
each pair seem indistinguishable, Christ’s return 
reveals how different they are. That difference 
seems to be how ready they each are to meet 
Christ. The ones who are taken are brought into 
God’s kingdom, while those who are left most likely 
face destruction.

Parable 3: Like a thief
No one knows when Christ will come again (v. 36). 
Instead of trying to calculate God’s timetable, 
people should instead live as though Christ might 
return at any moment. By comparing his return to 
the flood and to a thief breaking into a person’s 
house, Jesus warns us that our failure to be 
prepared will be disastrous.

ADVENT
Our liturgical year both ends and begins with 
readings on the end times. As we enter the season 
of Advent, we’re reminded that we’re not only 
preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth, we’re also 
preparing for his return in glory. Advent comes from 
the Latin ad venire, which means to come. During 
this season we celebrate the first coming of Christ 
as we also pray for the second.

MATTHEW 24:37-44
Reading closely
1. How would people react to the onset of the 

flood and to the thief?
2. What could be the hidden differences between 

the two men and two women?
3. How do you think people reacted to these 

words?
4. Why might Jesus have told these parables?
Living the word
5. When were you so caught off guard that you 

didn’t respond well to a particular situation?
6. Are you eager for Christ’s return?
7. a.  What changes should you make as part of 

your preparation to meet Christ?  
b.  What small but concrete steps can you take 
toward making these changes?

PRAYER
adapted from a prayer by William of Saint Thierry

Lord,  
I will seek your face and continually search for 
your face as much as I can and as much as you 
render me capable of doing.
Lord, my God, my one hope,  
hear me lest, exhausted,  
I lose the will to seek you.  
May I ardently seek you always.  
Give me the strength to seek... 
When my strength is sufficient,  
add to the desire you have given to me. 
May I always remember you,  
understand you, and love you until,  
faithfully remembering you,  
prudently understanding you,  
and truthfully loving you, O Triune God,  
you reform me into the image in which you have 
created me.  Amen.

IGNORANCE OF SCRIPTURE IS IGNORANCE OF CHRIST         –ST. JEROME


