our Parish
COMMUNITY

[Jesus said,] “There is no one who performs a mighty deed
in my name who can at the same time speak ill of me.

For whoever is not against us is for us.”

September 29, 2024
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Numbers 11:25-29 / James 5:1-6 / Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

MARK 9:39-40

Spirited Truth

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

t's not always easy to figure out where God’s
I spirit of truth is revealed or by whom the truth
is spoken. After “the Lord came down in the
cloud and spoke to Moses,” some of that same spirit
given to Moses was also bestowed upon the seventy
elders. Two other men also received the spirit, although
they were not specially designated, much to the
consternation of the elders (see Numbers 11:25-26).
These two outsiders were somehow included among
those who saw themselves as insiders. How is one to
know who speaks with the authority of the spirit?
Perhaps we all need to pay attention to the
possibility that “outsiders” may be speaking the truth to
us. Faith communities are often considered outsiders in
the larger society, not worthy of a platform to be heard
from; yet, many faith communities raise their voices in

defense of the unborn, the immigrants at our doors,
and the lost souls adrift among us. Throughout life,
we’ve been surprised by children who speak truth that
is unrecognized by adults. We've been surprised by the
voice of women to a patriarchal society, the sexually
abused to the larger Church, those who defend victims
of violence. But not all outsiders speak with the
authority of the spirit. How is one to know? Perhaps
the Gospel gives us a clue—those who give others a
cup of water to drink, which is to say, those who speak
with compassion on behalf of others who are thirsty for
justice and life. ®

Reflect
How have you been surprised by someone
unexpectedly speaking God’s truth and wisdom?

© 2024 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS, AMINISTRY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS ¢ IMAGE: SZEFEI /SHUTTERSTOCK



iiL el

St. Joseph’s Church

was consecrated on the 29" °" January 1928.
It is the oldest standing Roman Catholic Church on the island.

Address: 45 Somerset Road, Sandys MA 03, Bermuda
or
P.O. Box MA 05, Mangrove Bay, Sandys MABX, Bermuda.
Telephone: (441) 234-2321
Email: stiosephbermuda@gmail.com

Acting Pastor: Fr. Joseph Morley - Cell: 705-0236
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Tentative Mass Schedule
Saturday afternoon at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
St. Joseph’s — by appointment

BAPTISMS by appointment — one month in advance
WEDDINGS by appointment — one year in advance (approx.)
FILIPINO MASS - Saturday, 28" September — 11:00 a.m.
KIDS & YOUTH MINISTRY — Resumes 29" September.
Children’s Mass — Resumes in October.

Pastoral & Finance Council — Monday, 14t October
Monthly Coffee Social — 27t" October

DIOCESE HAMILTON IN BERMUDA
Most Rev. Bishop, Wiestaw (Wes) Spiewak
www.romancahtolicbermuda.bm

Parish Team Leaders

Mrs. Elizabeth Card — Pastoral
Council Chairperson

Mrs. Annette Barclay
St. Vincent de Paul
Society Representative

Natalia Walker
Religious Education
Kids & Youth Ministry

Mrs. Jane Farge

Walette Cross
Stewardship Representative

Mrs. Mary Harvey - Parish

Administrator & Finance Music Ministry
Committee Team Leader
) J

b Today’s Hymns b
Entrance: All People that on Earth do Dwell #570
Offertory: Ubi Caritas #776
Communion: Bread of Life #799
Recessional: Anthem (We Are Called) #727

Leader of Song: Justin Tavares

Twenty-sixth Sunday in

The St. Joseph’s Parish family takes this opportunity to
thank you for coming to worship with us today. May the
loving Lord always be with you, and with your families.

e
- Sunday - 6" October 2024

Stefano Ausenda
Annette Barclay
Elizabeth Card
Joanne Smith
Alessia Vianello
Jane Farge

Proclaimer of God’s Word
Opening/Closing of the Church
Eucharistic Minister

Collection Counters

Altar Servers

Music

Prayers: Please keep our sick and shut-ins in your
prayers, especially llene Bremar, Eleanor Correia, Bernie &
Eileen Davies, Jenny Woods; Jose Garcia, Evelyn Pinlac,
and Mary Maybury, and for Petra Caesar who is still in the
hospital.

Condolences: Please keep lliene Bremar (our lady in red)
in your prayers during this time of her bereavement; her
son, Kenneth, passed away last week.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, 28" September *Joan Mello
Sunday, 29" September *Anthony Bichieri (Tony Bari)

ATTENDANCE & COLLECTION
MASS Attendees | Collection
Saturday 215 September 4:00 p.m. 4 $75.00
Sunday 22" September 8:45 a.m. 46 $369.00
TOTAL.: 50 $444.00

Thank you for your kindness and generosity, it is appreciated. Banking
information: St. Joseph’s Parish — Account Number: 20006060757062100 —
Bank NT Butterfield

BIRTHDAYS
Liz Card 15t October
Carol DeSilva 4" October
ANNIVERSARIES
Marisa & Aidan Stones 22" September
Mary & Simon Stones 2" October

May God, our loving heavenly Father, bless you all with
many more special days

Thank you to all who contributed to the very nice
Coffee Social held last Sunday morning; it was enjoyed
by those who attended.
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Today begins a new year for our “Kids & Youth
Ministry” with a ‘meet and greet’ in the Parish Centre after
the Mass. Children and parents are invited.

PASTOR’S POINT:
Dear Parishioner,

In the first reading, we hear how the Lord provided Moses with
assistance by bestowing some of the spirit that was on him onto
seventy elders. This assistance relieved Moses of some of the
burden of leading the people. When Moses’ faithful assistant
Joshua sees two people prophesying who

weren’t present at the official ceremony where God'’s spirit was
bestowed, he demands that Moses stop them from
prophesying. But Moses tells Joshua that he wishes all God’s
people would receive the Spirit and assume prophetic
leadership. Jesus’ disciples echo Joshua’s concerns. They
see someone driving out demons in Jesus’ name, and they try
to stop him because he is not one of Jesus’ disciples. But
Jesus echoes Moses’ reply. Nobody should be prevented from
invoking the power of Jesus’ name to drive out demons
wherever they may be. However, this might be problematic for
other religious issues.

The next part of Jesus’ instruction turns to the seriousness of
either causing a “little one” to sin or allowing persistent sin in
one’s life to cause an eternal stumble. He tells them to take
anything in their lives that causes them to sin - no matter how
precious that thing may be - and to get rid of it so that it cannot
lead them away from God. He might have told them to be like
David, who in Psalm 19 searches himself carefully and asks
God to cleanse him even from unknown faults (as could be
applied in the Sacrament of Reconciliation).

James’ hearers, on the other hand, have ignored Jesus’
instructions. The have clung to their wealth, even though their
gold has caused them to commit injustices they have withheld
wages (even this happens here in Bermuda whereby some
benefits are not paid by employers) and even committed
murder. They should have cast aside their wealth lest it
corrupt them and turn them away from God. Instead, James
warns them that their condemnation is at hand. Hopefully,
none of this applies to any one of us.

God bless,
Fr. Joe (acting) Pastor

ST. FRANCIS PRAYER: BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS The
St. Francis Blessing of the Animals will take place at St.
Anthony’s on Sunday, October 6 at 2:00 p.m. sharp on the
patio area by Fr. Joe. All are invited to attend this special
blessing as we recognise those creatures/ animals that God
has given us for our entertainment, enjoyment, and
companionship. Each creature, that God has created for us, is
so different and unique. If you cannot bring your pet(s) then
bring a picture(s) of him/her for a blessing.

WORD OF LIFE — USCCB — September 29

“Over the years, the FDA has bent the law and shown
disregard for women’s health when it comes to chemical
abortion. In 2000, mifepristone was first approved using an
‘accelerated’ review process that is supposed to be only for
new drugs that treat serious illnesses and are better than
existing treatments. But pregnancy is not an illness, and
abortion drugs are riskier than surgical abortion.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “Abortion Pills: The
Basics”
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BISHOP’s CORNER:
Dear Fellow-Catholics,

| would like to let you know that | have been reminded of the
canonical appointments that should be established in each
diocese of the Catholic Church. So, | want to inform you that
on the 1%t of October 2024, the liturgical commemoration of

St. Therese of Lisieux, Patroness of our Diocese, the
following appointments will be made: -

1. Diocesan College of Consultors - Canon 502 of
Canon Law states: From among the priests ministering
in the diocese, the Bishop freely appoints “not fewer than
six and not more than twelve” priests to form the
Diocesan College of Consultors. They are to serve for a
period of five years. Their main role is to take on the
governance of the Diocese if the office of the Bishop is
vacant. Within eight days of receiving notification of the
vacancy of an Episcopal See, a Diocesan Administrator
is to be elected by the College of Consultors, to govern
the diocese until the appointment of a new Bishop. Since
there are only three priests ministering presently in our
Diocese, all of them will be appointed to serve as
Diocesan Consultors. Although their number is fewer
than six, the ancient rule applies that “nobody is retained
to do what is impossible.”

2. The Vicar General - Canon 475 of Canon Law
states: In each diocese the Bishop is to appoint a Vicar
General to assist him in the governance of the whole
diocese. The appointment of a Vicar General is
obligatory no matter how small the diocese. The power
of a Vicar General is not proper but vicarious, i.e. his
power belongs to the office itself but is exercised in the
name of the Bishop and therefore, cannot be exercised
contrary to the will or mind of the Bishop. The Vicar
General is freely appointed by the Bishop and, can, be
freely removed by him.

Fr. Joseph Morley has now been appointed the Vicar
General of our Diocese.

Happy Patronal Feast to St. Michael’'s Parish in Paget!
Have a restful weekend and a blessed week!
Bishop Wes

The Portuguese Mass at St. Patrick’s Church will resume
on Wednesday, 2™ October, and will be celebrated at 7:00
p.m. Recitation of the Rosary will precede the Mass.

St. Theresa’s Feast:

Bishop Wes would like to advise and apologize that this
year's St. Theresa’s Feast will be celebrated in a less
solemn way than it has been in the past. On Saturday,
5t October, at 6:30 p.m., Bishop Wes will preside the
Liturgy, and the Rt. Revd. Bishop Nicholas Dill will preach.
There will be no dinner afterwards.

POSTER CONTEST:

St. Theresa’s Cathedral will be having a poster making
contest on Saturday, 5th October at 10:00am, in the Parish
Hall. The theme is “Spirit filled evangelizers to the ends of
the earth”. Age categories are Children (7-12), Youth (13-
17) and Adult (18 & above). This contest is open to ALL
Parishioners throughout our Diocese. To register please
call 292-0607 Ext. 2.



Dear Padre,

After we die and go to heaven, will our guardian angel
still be with us? Will we know the angel in a closer way?

“The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred
Scripture usually calls ‘angels’ is a truth of faith” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 328). The notion that each person has his or her
own guardian angel may be based on Jesus’ warning not to despise
“little ones” because “their angels in heaven always look upon the
face of my heavenly Father” (Matthew 18:10). Saint Basil wrote,
“Beside each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd
leading him to life.” How might we interact with these constant
companions in heaven? In heaven, we’ll be consumed with the
presence of the beatific vision—the immediate knowledge of God, which the angelic spirits and the souls of

the just enjoy. In beholding God face to face, we find perfect happiness. “This perfect life with the Most Holy
Trinity—this communion of life and love with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the angels and all the blessed—is
called ‘heaven. Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme,
definitive happiness” (CCC 1024). Even though “this mystery of blessed communion with God and all who are

in Christ is beyond all understanding and description” (CCC 1027), to imagine the pure joy of being close to our
guardian angel is just a foretaste of what heaven will be! ®
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Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
September 30 October 1 October 2 October 3 October 4 October 5 October 6
St. Jerome, Priest ~ St. Thérése of The Holy Weekday St. Francis Weekday Twenty-seventh
and Doctor of the Child Jesus, Guardian Angels )b 19:21-27 of Assisi Jb 42:1-3,5-6,  Sunday in
the Church Virgin and Doctor )b 9:1-12, 14-16 |k 10:1-12 Jb 38:1, 12-21; 12-17 Ordinary Time
Jb 1:6-22 of the Church Mt 18:1-5, 10 40:3-5 Lk 10:17-24 Gn 2:18-24
Lk 9:46-50 Jb 3:1-3,11-17, Lk 10:13-16 Heb 2:9-11
20-23 Mk 10:2-16
Lk 9:51-56 or 10:2-12

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

We need to be vigilant about closure in the Church....
Because the devil, who is the divider—this is what the word
“devil” means, the one who divides—always insinuates
suspicions to divide and exclude people.... The Holy Spirit
does not want closure; he wants openness, welcoming

communities where there is a place for everyone.
ANGELUS, ROME, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

YARA NARDI / CNS
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