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First Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M u N l ' v Isaiah 2:1-5 / Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 24:37-44
Waiting, but Quick!

MIGUEL DULICK

T his is the first Sunday of Advent, and the excitement is palpable. Writing 800 years before Christ, the prophet
Isaiah sounds like breaking news: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks.” The psalmist announces we are already there: “And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.”
Saint Paul tickles our fancy with another whole round of “revelation” yet to come “on the day of

our Lord Jesus Christ.” Only Jesus himself seems a little cautious: “Be watchful! Be alert!” The Lord

“is coming,” but he’s not here yet. Leave it to Jesus to force the paradox for which Advent seems to
have been created: Jesus is present, but we dare not “sleep,” lest we miss him!

How do we wait for Christmas? After Halloween, the Christmas lights go up, the carols start, EE::NTQBOUT
the “Merry Christmas!” / “Happy Holidays!” debate begins. Lent is a time for repentance, alms,and  AuTHOR
MIGUEL
fasting. But there’s no fasting in Advent: we fill bags with gifts and stockings with goodies. The DULICK

Church tries to slow us down and encourage a little reflecting to prepare the way, led by John the Baptist. So let’s

keep waiting; let’s hold on to our peace. Christmas Eve will be here soon enough. But let’s not be too austere. A
full menu of holiday parties and concerts and family feasts can legitimately “anticipate” Christmas. Let’s cheer
each other: Merry Advent! @

Reflect
What can I do to prepare for Christmas mindfully, peacefully, and joyfully?

Ojr salvation is nearer now than when we
“first-believed;:thenight-is.advanced, the‘day
is'at'hand: Let us then'throw off the:works of
-~ darkness [and] put on the armor of light.
. ROMANS 13:113—1\2
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St. Joseph’s Church

was consecrated on the 29t of January 1928.
It is the oldest standing Roman Catholic Church on the island.

Address: 45 Somerset Road, Sandys MA 03, Bermuda
or
P.O. Box MA 05, Mangrove Bay, Sandys MABX, Bermuda.
Telephone: (441) 234-2321
Email: stjosephbermuda@gmail.com

PASTOR: FR. JACOB SWAPAN GOMES
(441) 292-0607 Ext. 5 or (441) 704-1874 (cell)
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Mass Schedule
Saturday afternoon at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m.

Baptism By appointment: one month in
advance
Weddings By date: one year in advance (approx.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ Sunday morning: 8:30 a.m.
Filipino Mass — Saturday 20" December 2025 11:00 a.m.
Kids & Youth Ministry 30" November 2025 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Mass TBA.
| Pastoral & Finance Council | TBA
Coffee Social January

Second Collection Second weekend of the Month

DIOCESE OF HAMILTON IN BERMUDA
Most Rev. Bishop, Wiestaw (Wes) Spiewak
www.romancatholicbermuda.bm

Parish Team Leaders

Mrs. Elizabeth Card — Pastoral
Council Chairperson

Mrs. Annette Barclay
St. Vincent de Paul
Society Representative

Natalia Walker & Justin
Tavares

Religious Education -
Kids & Youth Ministry

Walette Cross
Stewardship Representative

Mrs. Mary Harvey - Parish
Administrator & Finance

Committee Team Leader Mrs. Jane Farge -

Music Ministry
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&‘(ﬂ Today’s Hymns i
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #274
Light the Advent Candle (children)
Offertory: Come, O Long-Expected Jesus #296
Communion: One Bread, One Body #793
Recessional: Let the Valleys Be Raised #292

Leader of Song: Aidan Stones

Entrance:

The St. Joseph’s Parish family takes this opportunity to thank you for
coming to worship with us today. May the loving Lord always be with
you, and with your families.

€
k& Sunday - 7t December 2025

Proclaimer of God’s Word Stefano Ausenda
Opening/Closing of the Church Annette Barclay
Eucharistic Minister Jane Bermingham
Collection Counters Annette Barclay
Altar Server Liam Stones
Music Jane Farge

Prayers: Please keep our sick and shut-ins in your prayers,
especially llene Bremar, Andrew Card, Eleanor Correia and Mary
Maybury.

MASS INTENTIONS:
Saturday, 22" November The People of St. Josephs
Sunday, 23" November * Raul Quilban

ATTENDANCE & COLLECTION
MASS Attendees | Collection
Saturday 22" November - 4:00 p.m. (Reg) 5 60.00
Sunday 23 November - 9:00 a.m.  (Reg) 43 326.00
TOTAL: $386.00

Thank you for your kindness and generosity, it is appreciated. Banking
information: St. Joseph’s Parish — Account Number: 20006060757062100 —
Bank NT Butterfield

THANK YOU to all who helped to make the Coffee
Social/Surpirse Post-Wedding Shower for Justin & Cassie
an enjoyable morning.
and
A Heartfelt THANK YOU to all who donated to help eight of
our St. Joseph'’s families who were directly affected by the
Typhoon (Fung Wong). They are most grateful for your help,
and for your kindness. A total of $636 was collected from our
three Masses last weekend, and sincewhich this has been
boosted by a few personal donations. THANK YOU.
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= This weekend there will be a special collection in

our Diocese, it will be used to assist the Catholic Church in

Jamaica using the vehicle of our Conference of Bishops.

Your generosity will be greatly appreciated.

CHRISTHAS
e
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# Christmas Bingo - Saturday, 6" December at
6:30 p.m. Menu: Soup, Sandwiches, assorted hors
d'oeuvres and dessert. Tickets: $20 Adults - $10 children + 2
bingo cards; extra cards $3. If you would like to donate a raffle
prize or something towards the “goodies” table, please let Liz
know. Your kindness and generosity would be appreciated.

*Christmas Flower Envelopes are at the back of the
church, if you would like to donate to the memory of loved ones.
If so, please return the envelopes by the 14t December.

Over the past two weeks the interior of the church was
painted and looks nice and fresh. A job well done by
Maurice Pitcher.
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*Decorating the Christmas tree and Church
will take place next Sunday, 7*" December after
Mass; please come out to help beautify your little
church for Christmas. You know the old adage
"Many hands, make light work."
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wm R Community Visit: On the 14" December,
the children in our Kid’s & Youth Ministry will visit
Packwood Home at 10:15 a.m. to sing a few carols,
and to present them with a gift basket like we did last
year. If you would like to donate some
vegetables/items (pumpkin, squash, potatoes or
packages of green peas, lentils, macaroni, rice), or the
like, there will be a box at the back of the church next
Sunday morning. Your kindness would be most

gratefully appreciated.
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Our “Afternoon of Christmas” will be held on
Sunday, 14t December at 2:30 p.m., in the Church
(carols, songs, music). This is an “informal” celebration
so let us have fun and enjoy it as a Parish Family in the
Spirit of the Season! We will have refreshments

afterwards in the Parish Centre. !

BISHOP’s CORNER
Dear Fellow-Catholics,

In 2025, Christianity commemorates the 1700th
anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea, convened in
325 AD by Emperor Constantine |, in the city of Nicaea.
Pope Leo’s upcoming Journey to Turkiye will take him to
Ankara, Istanbul, and Iznik, once known as Nicaea, for
the 1700th anniversary of the first Ecumenical Council.
Ahead of this journey, Pope Leo issued an Apostolic
Letter 'In unitate fidei' on the 1700th Anniversary of the
Council of Nicaea, broken down into twelve points, with
the hope of "encouraging the whole Church to renew her
enthusiasm for the profession of faith." The ecumenical
council in Nicaea aimed to address theological disputes
and establish a unified Christian doctrine, and its
outcomes included affirming Christ's divinity and
formulating the Nicene Creed.

Recalling that Christians, "share the same faith in the one

and only God, the Father of all people; we confess
together the one Lord and true Son of God, Jesus Christ,
and the one Holy Spirit, who inspires us and impels us

towards full unity and the common witness to the Gospel.”
Pope Leo highlighted that, "Truly, what unites us is much
greater than what divides us! In a world that is divided
and torn apart by many conflicts, the one universal
Christian community can be a sign of peace and an
instrument of reconciliation, playing a decisive role in
the global commitment to peace."

For the entire text see: https://tinyurl.com/3z2da984

Have a serene weekend and a blessed month of
December!
Bishop Wes
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HoPE IN THE LORD’S COMING

The 1t Sunday of Advent Year A is a time of waiting
and hope. We look forward to Jesus coming again,
and we remember His birth in Bethlehem. Advent
reminds us to be ready, not just for Christmas, but for
the day when Christ will return. It is a season to pray,
watch, and live in the light of the Lord.

The readings for the 15t Sunday of Advent Year A speak
about peace, joy, and staying awake. Isaiah gives a
picture of all nations coming to God’s mountain to learn
His ways. The psalm is a prayer for peace in
Jerusalem. Paul tells us to wake up and live as people
of the light. Jesus warns us to be ready because His
coming will be sudden.

This first week of Advent calls us to turn to God with
open hearts. We are invited to walk in His light and live
with hope. Each day is a chance to love God and
others as we wait for His coming. Advent is a gift to
help us slow down, pray, and prepare for Jesus with
joy.

Source: Young Catholics 2025!
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If you are unable to attend Mass this weekend, !
try to take a little time out to pray !

during the time of the Mass.
!


mailto:stjosephbermuda@gmail.com
http://www.romancatholicbermuda.bm/
https://tinyurl.com/3z2da984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2015:12-13&version=NIV
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Dear Padre,

Is Advent a penitential season?

Strictly speaking, the penitential times in the Church are “every

Law 1250). Advent is a time to prepare for Christmas when
Christ’s First Coming is remembered, and this remembrance
directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming

at the end of time. (See Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year
and the General Roman Calend#) While Advent is more
anticipatory than penitential, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops states, “Advent also includes an element of
penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas.” Although,

historically, Advent was similar to Lent as a forty-day period of prayer and fasting, it was less severe than the
season preceding Easter, and it lacked uniformity in the Western Church. The Eastern Church still begins the
Nativity Fast on November 15, while in the Western Church, Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas.

Regardless, the significant focus of Advent is our Lord’s coming (adventusin Latin). The Church reflects
this anticipation of Advent through such practices as limiting floral arrangements in the sanctuary, simpler
liturgical music, and omitting the Gloria at Mass until Christmas. We can also reflect the anticipation of Advent
through such spiritual practices as participation in works of charity, moderation in shopping, celebration of the
sacrament of penance, fasting on Fridays, and prayerful contemplation on our Savior’s Incarnation. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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December 1 December 2 December 3 December 4 December 5 December 6 December 7
Advent Advent St. Francis Advent Advent Advent Second Sunday
Weekday Weekday Xavier, Priest Weekday Weekday Weekday of Advent
Is 4:2-6 Is 11:1-10 Is 25:6-10a Is 26:1-6 Is 29:17-24 Is 30:19-21, Is 11:1-10
Mt 8:5-11 Lk 10:21-24 Mt 15:29-37 Mt 7:21,24-27 Mt 9:27-31 23-26 Rom 15:4-9
Mt 9:35-10:1, Mt 3:1-12
5a,6-8

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
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