O“r Par is h August 2, 2026

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u N l T v Isaiah 55:1-3 / Romans 8:35, 37-39 / Matthew 14:13-21
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They all ate and were satisfied, and

they picked up the fragments left

over—twelve wicker baskets full.
MATTHEW 14:20
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Seeing as God Sees
FR.THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

Even when the apostles think they have anticipated what is needed, they often come up short. Not a lack of
preparation or a lack of talent, but something is missing, nonetheless. In the gospel, they announce to Jesus
that there is not enough food to eat. The crowds are too massive. They are too far away from the resources they
need. But Jesus is not concerned. He sees what they are incapable of seeing. He believes in ways they cannot
even begin to comprehend.

In blessing the limited amount of food they scrounge up for him, Jesus reveals to them an abundance they
were unable to see. Not only is there enough for all who have assembled, there is more than enough, beyond
their wildest imaginings.

How did the apostles understand what they experienced this day? How did they react to the [m] g2 a]
miraculous, overflowing abundance where there was once scarcity? How could there be something *
where there was nothing? O] 'J

The real lesson of the gospel is not necessarily the miraculous. Rather, the real lesson of the LEARN ABOUT
gospel is found in the invitation to see, to hope, to anticipate that with God all is possible. Even ;;‘%ﬁgm%m
when it seems like a dead end. Even when nothing adds up. Even when you come up short. ® COMMUNITY

Reflect

Do you wish you could see a certain person or situation more like the way God sees?
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St. Joseph’s Church

was consecrated on the 29" of January 1928.
It is the oldest standing Roman Catholic Church on the island.

Address: 45 Somerset Road, Sandys MA 03, Bermuda
or
P.O. Box MA 05, Mangrove Bay, Sandys MABX, Bermuda.
Telephone: (441) 234-2321
Email: stiosephbermuda@gmail.com

PASTOR: FR. JACOB SWAPAN GOMES
(441) 292-0607 Ext. 5 or (441) 704-1874 (cell)
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Afternoon - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday morning - 9:00 a.m.

Baptism By appointment: one month in
advance
Weddings 1 year in advance (approx.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ Sunday morning: 8:30 a.m.
Filipino Mass — Saturday 15" August 2026: 11:00 a.m.
Kids & Youth Ministry 4% October2026
Youth/Family Mass 4% October 2026

Pastoral & Finance Council TBA

Coffee Social Resumes in September
Second Collection 8"/9™ August 2026

DIOCESE OF HAMILTON IN BERMUDA
Most Rev. Bishop, Wiestaw (Wes) Spiewak
www.romancatholicboermuda.bm

Parish Team Leaders

Mrs. Elizabeth Card — Pastoral
Council Chairperson

Mrs. Annette Barclay
St. Vincent de Paul
Society Representative

Natalia Walker & Justin
Tavares

Religious Education -
Kids & Youth Ministry

Stewardship Representative

Mrs. Mary Harvey - Parish

Administrator & Finance
Committee Team Leader

Mrs. Jane Farge -

Music Ministry
P o
&)'(ﬂ Today’s Hymns 2?‘41
Entrance: Table of Plenty #761
Offertory: Shelter Me O God #689
Communion: | Received the Living God #786
Recessional: Go Make A Difference #730

Leader of Song: Aidan Stones

The St. Joseph’s Parish family takes this opportunity to thank you for
coming to worship with us today. May the loving Lord always be with
you, and with your families.
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¥4 Sunday - 9t August 2026

Elizabeth Card
Elizabeth Card
Jane Bermingham
Annette Barclay

Proclaimer of God’s Word
Opening/Closing of the Church
Eucharistic Minister

Collection Counters

Altar Server

Music Jane Farge

Prayers: Please keep our sick and shut-ins in your prayers,
especially llene Bremar, Andrew Card, Eleanor Correia,
Peter Farge, Mary Maybury.

MASS INTENTIONS:

Sunday, 2"d August TEugenia Malanga Il Ferigo

ATTENDANCE & COLLECTION

MASS Attendees | Collection
Saturday 25t July — 4:00 pm 6 $70
Sunday 26t July — 9:00 am 57 $501
TOTAL: 63 $571
)
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s Thank you for your kindness and generosity, it is greatly
appreciated. Banking information: St. Joseph’s Parish — Account
Number: 20006060757062100
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¥ Next week is the second weekend of the month,

therefore, there will be two collections: regular and

maintenance.

KIDS & YOUTH MINISTRY & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
2026/2027, will, hopefully, resume on Sunday, 4" October
2026.

If any of the children in the parish will attain the age of eight
years old before December 2026, and you wish to register
them in the First Holy Communion class, please let Liz
Card know. It is anticipated that these classes will start on
the 4™ October.

PROPOSED EVENTS:

Fall (Autumn) Supper: Saturday, 26" September.
Venue: St. James Church Hall.

Christmas Bingo: Friday, 4" December at the St. James
Church Hall. To be confirmed.

If you can volunteer to help with these events, please let
Annette or Liz know.

BISHOP’s CORNER
Dear Fellow-Catholics,

One night in July, 1216, St. Francis was praying in the
little chapel of the Portiuncula consumed by love for
God and a thirst to save souls. He prayed for the
forgiveness of sins of humankind. Suddenly a brilliant
light shone all around. Jesus and Mary appeared in the
midst of a dazzling cloud surrounded by a multitude of
radiant Angels. Out of fear and reverence, Francis
adored Our Lord prostrate upon the ground. Then
Jesus said to him: "Francis you are very zealous for the
good of souls. Ask me what you want for their
salvation.” Francis was rapt in euphoria before Jesus.
When he regained his courage, he said: "Lord, | am a
miserable sinner and beg you to concede an
indulgence to all those who enter this church, who are
truly contrite and have confessed their sins. | beg
Blessed Virgin, your Mother, intercessor of us, humans,
that she intercedes on behalf of this grace.” Jesus
answered: “It is a very great thing that which you ask
me; but you are worthy of even greater things, Francis,
and greater things you will have. So, | accept your
request, but | want you to go to My Vicar, to whom |
have given the power to bind and loose in Heaven and
on earth, to ask him on my behalf for this indulgence.”
With one of his companions, Francis hastened to Pope
Honorius 11l and implored him to proclaim that everyone
visiting the Portiuncula chapel and confessing their sins
with a contrite heart would be as pure from all sin and
punishments. The Pope asked him, “Why do you ask
me for this indulgence”. Francis replied, “Because |
want all people to go to heaven.”

The Pope granted this petition. The date was set from
the evening of August 1st until sundown on August 2nd,
the Feast of Our Lady of the Angels.

Our Portiuncula indulgence will be celebrated on
Sunday, 2nd of August, at St. Anthony’s Church, at
the 11:30am Mass, within the St. Francis Jubilee
Year.

May your weekend be serene and your week be
blessed!

Bishop Wes
Lunch & Movie

On Thursday, 6th August, the film “Molokai: The
Story of Father Damien” from 1999, based on a
true story of St. Damien de Veuster, will be shown
at the Summer Lunch & Movie Event. To deal
with the leprosy problem in the Hawaiian Islands
in 1872, sufferers were relentlessly exited to
Molokai, a barren isle off the coast. They there
lived in miserable surroundings, abandoned by
the outside world. To alleviate their fate, Fr.
Damien was the first priest to go to Molokai. His
bishop’s last words were that “he must not
touch anyone.” Little by little, Damien earned

the trust of the lepers, and eventually, his appeals
for nuns and supplies resonated throughout the
world, much to the displeasure of his superiors.
Even when Damien got sick himself, his energy
did not abate, and he carried on working for the
well-being of his “fellow lepers” to the end. When
he crumbled during Mass, he was taken to his
own hospital to die. All the residents gathered at
the entrance to pray for their Father...

The movie’s length is 112 minutes, and is suitable
for all audiences.

GOD’S LOVE FEEDS THE HUNGRY

On the 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, the
readings remind us that God gives freely and cares for
his people. In Isaiah, God invites everyone to come
and receive food and drink without cost. His covenant
is one of love and mercy, offered to all who seek him
with open hearts.

The psalm continues this theme by praising God'’s
kindness and care. He satisfies the needs of every
creature and is close to those who call on him. His
goodness shows that his kingdom is built on
compassion and justice, not on power or wealth.

Paul’s letter to the Romans assures us that nothing can
separate us from the love of Christ. Not hardship, fear,
or even death can break this bond. The Gospel then
shows Jesus feeding thousands with a small offering, a
sign of God’s generous care for the hungry.

The 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A brings
together a message of trust and hope. God’s love is
constant, generous, and always near. We are invited to
receive his gifts and to share them with others. In every
reading, the focus is on God’s abundance and his
promise to give life.

Summary: God invites everyone to receive his gifts.
Jesus feeds the crowd, and Paul reminds us that
nothing can separate us from Christ’s love. God
provides for his people and stays close to them.
Challenge: Trust God when needs seem greater than
resources. Share what you have and care for those
who are hungry or struggling.

Action Step: Look for one person who needs help this
week. Share your time, kindness, or resources with
them.

Verse to Remember: “Nothing will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8:39)

Think about how these readings speak to you. Have
you experienced God’s care in unexpected ways?

Source: Young Catholics 2026
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God invites everyone
to come.

¢ He gives freely and
cares for all.

® Nothing can separate

us from His love.

e Jesus feeds the
hungry and

FIRST READING

Come to the Lord
and receive life.

satisfies our needs. J ML,

THE READINGS —

“The Loed s Kind

and close to all.

FKEY SCRIPTURE |

“Nofhing will be able
to separate us from

the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

- Romans 8:39
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PSALM SECOND READING | »=~,  GOSPEL
Psalm 145 + Romans 8:35,37-39 | GR/H Matthew 14:13-21

Ex::f Jesus feeds the

five thousand.

Nothing can separate
us from God's love.
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Isaiah 55:1-3
THEMES TO KNOW

God's Generosity
God's Love is Unbreakable
Trust in God's Care
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2 Q . Invitation to Come to God

% Eucharist: Bread of Life

Ty

(" WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US
D\/ Trust God with our needs.

(> TRY THIS 2
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Share what we have are a snac

with others.

El/ Remember God's love is

always with us.

your time, or a
kind word with

someone foday.

El/ Care for the hungry
| d those in need.
k an

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

N

?

® @ When have I seen God provide for me?
® How does knowing God's love is unbreakable

change the way I face hard times? Q

L ® What can I share with others this week? o© J
'\’ © 2026 Young-Catholics.com e
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Dear Padre,

Jesus gave his disciples both bread
and wine and said, “Do this in memory
of me.” But our priest decided that

we cannot receive from the cup at
Communion. Does he have the right to

deny his parishioners the Precious Blood?

“The diocesan bishop may lay down norms for the
distribution of Communion under both kinds for his

&

own diocese, which must be observed” (Norms for the Distribution and Reception of Holy Communion Under Both
Kinds in the Dioceses of the United States of America, 24). (Also see General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 283.)
After the COVID-19 pandemic, many parishes did not resume Communion under both kinds. Some opted instead
to make the Precious Blood available only on major solemnities. However, “Holy Communion has a fuller form
as a sign when it takes place under both kinds” (G/IRM 281). “It is most desirable that the faithful, just as the

priest himself is bound to do...partake of the chalice (cf. no. 283), so that even by means of the signs Communion

may stand out more clearly as a participation in the sacrifice actually being celebrated” (G/IRM 85). Still, pastors
“should instruct the Christian faithful...that Christ, whole and entire, and the true Sacrament, is received even

under only one species, and hence...those who receive under only one species are not deprived of any grace that

is

3

necessary for salvation” (G/IRM 282). @

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

[Friendship with the Lord] is achieved first

of all in liturgical and community prayer, in

which we do not decide what to hear from the

Word of God, but it is he himself who speaks

to us through the Church; it is then achieved in

personal prayer.... Only when we speak with

God can we also speak about him.

P GENERAL AUDIENCE,
2 ROME,

JANUARY 14, 2026
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The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission,
copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All
rights reserved.

Liguori

A Redemptorist Ministry

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / Dear Padre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
August 3
Weekday

Jer 28:1-17
Mt 14:22-36

Tuesday
August 4

St. John Vianney,
Priest

Jer 30:1-2, 12-15,
18-22

Mt 14:22-36 or
Mt 15:1-2,10-14

Wednesday
August 5
Weekday

Jer 31:1-7

Mt 15:21-28

Thursday

August 6

The Transfiguration
ofthe Lord

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14
2Pt 1:16-19
Mt 17:1-9

Friday

August 7

Weekday

Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7
Mt 16:24-28

Saturday
August 8

St. Dominic, Priest
Hb 1:12—-2:4

Mt 17:14-20

Sunday

August 9
Nineteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a
Rom 9:1-5

Mt 14:22-33

Catholic. Pastoral. Trusted. © 2026 Liguori Publications. Imprimi Potest: Fr. Kevin Zubel, CSsR, Provincial, Denver Province, the Redemptorists. Liguori Publications, a nonprofit
corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. ALl Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.
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