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Waiting, but Quick!
MIGUEL DULICK

This is the first Sunday of Advent, and the excitement is palpable. Writing 800 years before Christ, the prophet 
Isaiah sounds like breaking news: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 

hooks.” The psalmist announces we are already there: “And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.” 
Saint Paul tickles our fancy with another whole round of “revelation” yet to come “on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Only Jesus himself seems a little cautious: “Be watchful! Be alert!” The Lord 
“is coming,” but he’s not here yet. Leave it to Jesus to force the paradox for which Advent seems to 
have been created: Jesus is present, but we dare not “sleep,” lest we miss him! 

How do we wait for Christmas? After Halloween, the Christmas lights go up, the carols start, 
the “Merry Christmas!” / “Happy Holidays!” debate begins. Lent is a time for repentance, alms, and 
fasting. But there’s no fasting in Advent: we fill bags with gifts and stockings with goodies. The 
Church tries to slow us down and encourage a little reflecting to prepare the way, led by John the Baptist. So let’s 
keep waiting; let’s hold on to our peace. Christmas Eve will be here soon enough. But let’s not be too austere. A 
full menu of holiday parties and concerts and family feasts can legitimately “anticipate” Christmas. Let’s cheer 
each other: Merry Advent! ●

Reflect
What can I do to prepare for Christmas mindfully, peacefully, and joyfully?

November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent (A)

Isaiah 2:1–5 / Romans 13:11–14 / Matthew 24:37–44

Our salvation is nearer now than when we 
first believed; the night is advanced, the day 
is at hand. Let us then throw off the works of 
darkness [and] put on the armor of light. 

ROMANS 13:11B–12

SCAN TO 
LEARN ABOUT  
AUTHOR  
MIGUEL 
DULICK



  

  St. Anthony’s Church 
 
26 Middle Road -Warwick WK03, Bermuda 
Phone: (Office Direct Line) 441-238-1784  

Parish Email:  stanthonybermuda@gmail.com  
Father Jacob Swapan Gomes-Pastor 
Telephone Number – 292-0607 Ext. 5 
Cell Number -- 704-1874 
Reconciliation: By appointment      
Baptisms: By Appointment – One month in advance 
Weddings: By Appointment –A year in advance 
Organist:  Jane Farge 
St. Anthony’s Club (CCD):  Fridays 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm   
  Coordinator: Anna Daniel 441-236-2438   
   Email: stanthonyccd@yahoo.com  
St. Vincent de Paul Rep:  Pat Rodrigues 
St. Vincent de Paul No. 525-1191 

 

Mass Schedule at St. Anthony’s  
 

Nov     29      6:15 pm   Manuel  &  Maria Moura++ 
Nov     30    11:30 am   Parishioners of St. Anthony 
Dec      2       8:30 am     
Dec      3       8:30 am   Pamela Pimenta+ 
Dec      4       8:30 am    
Dec      5      8:30 am     
Dec      6      6:15 pm   Manuel & Maria Reis++ 
Dec      7    11:30 am   Parishioners of St. Anthony 
____________________________________ 

 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Volunteers are needed to serve as lectors, Eucharistic  
ministers, ushers, collection counters, etc.  If you can assist, 
kindly let a member of the Parish Council know or Pat 
Rodrigues at 524-1026.   
 
 

Hospital Visits by Father Jacob 
 
If you have any relative or friend in the hospital who would 
like Father Jacob to visit with/without the Sacrament of the 
Sick, kindly inform Father of their names and room 
numbers. 
_______________________________________________  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin for November 29/November 30, 2025   
 

Weekly Collections at St. Anthony’s 
 
Nov 15/Nov 16  $  1,851.00 
Nov 22/Nov 23  $  1,305.00 
 
Online payments can be made directly into the Bank 
account of St. Anthony’s – Butterfield Bank –  
BD $ Current A/c – 20006060061567100    and  
US $ Current A/c -  20006840061567100.   
 
Please make sure to indicate what the donation is for in the 
memo field when making the payment online – i.e., General 
collection; Maintenance; Mission Sunday, etc.  Multiple 
payments can be made for those times when you are away 
or on vacation. Please note that we are charged $20 for US 
checks drawn on a US Bank.  Kindly do not place Canadian 
or British currency or any old Bermuda currency in the 
collection baskets. 

 
Maintenance Collection –next weekend      

    
 Counting Schedule:   

  This week:    Annette and Denis 
 Next week:   Annette and Pat 

 
 

Bishop’s Corner 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
In 2025, Christianity commemorates the 1700th 
anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea, convened in 325 
AD by Emperor Constantine I in the city of Nicaea. Pope 
Leo’s upcoming Journey to Türkey will take him to Ankara, 
Istanbul, and İznik, once known as Nicaea, for the 1700th 
anniversary of the first Ecumenical Council. Ahead of this 
journey, Pope Leo issued an Apostolic Letter 'In Unitate 
Fidei' on the 1700th Anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, 
broken down into twelve points, with the hope of 
"encouraging the whole Church to renew her enthusiasm 
for the profession of faith." The ecumenical council in 
Nicaea aimed to address theological disputes and establish 
a unified Christian doctrine, and its outcomes included 
affirming Christ's divinity and formulating the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
Recalling that Christians, "share the same faith in the one 
and only God, the Father of all people; we confess together 
the one Lord and true Son of God, Jesus Christ, and the one 
Holy Spirit, who inspires us and impels us towards full unity 
and the common witness to the Gospel.” Pope Leo 
highlighted that, "Truly, what unites us is much greater than 
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what divides us! In a world that is divided and torn apart by 
many conflicts, the one universal Christian community can 
be a sign of peace and an instrument of reconciliation, 
playing a decisive role in the global commitment to peace." 
 
For the entire text see: https://tinyurl.com/3z2da984 
 
Have a serene weekend and a blessed month of December! 
Bishop Wes 
 
 

Important Message 

Please be advised that during the winter season St. 
Theresa’s Cathedral will be locked at 4:00pm from Monday 
to Friday. 

_______________________________________________ 

Christmas Flowers Offering 
 

In preparation for Christmas kindly submit the names of 
your loved ones on the Christmas flower form available at 
the back of the church.  The deadline for submissions is 
Saturday December 20. 
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Society  

Christmas Food Voucher Programme – 2025 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is providing Christmas Food 
Vouchers again this year for those less fortunate and would 
like your help in registering people of your parish needing 
assistance. Please provide the person’s name and 
telephone number, along with your name and telephone 
number in case we need to follow up with you. You can call 
525-1191 and leave a message on the SVDP voicemail or 
speak to your SVdP parish representative, whose name is 
listed in your bulletin.   
Deadline to receive names is 1st Dec 2025.   
Many thanks and God bless.   SVdP Society Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Children’s Mass 

The Christmas Children’s Mass on 24 December, 2025 is to 
be held at 7:00 pm. at St Anthony’s.  More details to follow. 

_______________________________________________ 

Jamaica Relief 
 
This weekend there will be a Special Collection for Jamica in 
all of our parish churches, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the AEC (Antilles Episcopal 
Conference). 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

During the 2025 Advent season, parishes throughout our 
Diocese are asked to support a “Reverse Advent Calendar 
Food Drive”.  Each day of Advent, add one item to your 
collection box.  By Christmas, you will have a food basket 
which will be donated to those in need.    Collection of food 
baskets in each parish will be coordinated by the parish St. 
Vincent de Paul representative on the weekend of Jan 3/4. 
Last year’s collection provided enough supplies to feed 
those in need through March, which is fantastic.  Thank you 
to all those who participated.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Elaine Kelly at 236-4613 or ekelly@ibl.bm. 

 

St. Joseph’s Afternoon of Christmas 
 
St. Joseph's  “Afternoon of Christmas” will be held on 
Sunday, 14th December at 2:30 p.m., in the Church (carols, 
songs, music). This is an “informal” gathering to enjoy a 
little fun and fellowship in the Spirit of the Season!  A social 
will follow in the Parish Centre.   
______________________________________________ 
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Dear Padre,
Is Advent a penitential season?
Strictly speaking, the penitential times in the Church are “every 
Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent” (Code of Canon 
Law, 1250). Advent is a time to prepare for Christmas when 
Christ’s First Coming is remembered, and this remembrance 
directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming 
at the end of time. (See Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year 
and the General Roman Calendar, 39.) While Advent is more 
anticipatory than penitential, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops states, “Advent also includes an element of 
penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas.” Although, 
historically, Advent was similar to Lent as a forty-day period of prayer and fasting, it was less severe than the 
season preceding Easter, and it lacked uniformity in the Western Church. The Eastern Church still begins the 
Nativity Fast on November 15, while in the Western Church, Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas.

Regardless, the significant focus of Advent is our Lord’s coming (adventus in Latin). The Church reflects 
this anticipation of Advent through such practices as limiting floral arrangements in the sanctuary, simpler 
liturgical music, and omitting the Gloria at Mass until Christmas. We can also reflect the anticipation of Advent 
through such spiritual practices as participation in works of charity, moderation in shopping, celebration of the 
sacrament of penance, fasting on Fridays, and prayerful contemplation on our Savior’s Incarnation. ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday
December 1
Advent 
Weekday
Is 4:2–6 
Mt 8:5–11

Tuesday
December 2
Advent 
Weekday
Is 11:1–10
Lk 10:21–24

Wednesday
December 3
St. Francis 
Xavier, Priest
Is 25:6–10a
Mt 15:29–37

Thursday
December 4
Advent 
Weekday
Is 26:1–6
Mt 7:21, 24–27

Friday
December 5
Advent 
Weekday
Is 29:17–24
Mt 9:27–31

Saturday
December 6
Advent 
Weekday
Is 30:19–21, 
23–26
Mt 9:35—10:1, 
5a, 6–8

Sunday
December 7
Second Sunday 
of Advent
Is 11:1–10
Rom 15:4–9
Mt 3:1–12

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
We are called to offer God’s love to everyone, in 

order to achieve that unity which does not cancel out 

differences but values the personal history of each 

person and the social and religious culture of every 

people. Brothers and sisters, this is the hour for love! 

The heart of the gospel is the love of God that makes us 

brothers and sisters. 
HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025
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