THE ONLY CATHOLIC CHURCH IN BERMUDA NAMED AFTER AN ANGELIC BEING.
Our Parish community

August 23, 2026

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Isaiah 22:19-23% / Romans 11:33-36 / Matthew 16:13-20

Who Do You Say

Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Messiah,

i

']:I.'lat I Am? . the Son of the Living God.”
° 8, MATTHEW 16:16

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

ho do people say that the Son of Manis?”

An easy answer if you just report what other
people say and what you have heard. No
commitment. No revelation. No risk. But it all changes
when the question is more to the point: “Who do you
say that | am?” Tell me what you know, not what you
heard. The silence is almost deafening. Vulnerability,
not just anonymous reporting, is required in the
asked-for response.

No surprise—it is Peter who answers. Never one to
hide his emotions or edit his thoughts, it is Peter

who reveals what he knows, perhaps even what he is
unsure of, perhaps the truth that he only hopes for but
has not yet declared. “You are the Messiah, the Son of
the Living God” (Matthew 16:16).

Jesus responds with a prayer of blessing; the apostles,
on the other hand, remain silent.
[m] g3 a] Although we are very familiar with
: ; Peter’s assent of faith, his declaration
[5' 3 was almost unheard-of or unexpected
=8k from a first-century Jewish man. It
'{.EI‘:RN AU#ﬁggZ was dangerous to identify someone as
OF OUR PARISH Messiah. It was blasphemous to name
coMMUNITY someone as the Son of the Living God. &
Yet, in faith and humility, Peter made the declaration A
and, in the naming, entrusted his life, his hope, and all
that he believed firmly into the hands of Jesus. This
was no simple act. This was no ordinary day.

Reflect

How would you answer if Jesus asked you, “Who do you say that I am?” (He is asking you!)

Pastor: Reverend Joseph F. H. Morley, Vicar General (c) 705 0236 Weekend Masses: Vigil: 5:00pm

Parish Administrator: Karen Marsh (c) 799 0842 Sunday: 10:15am

. . . Saturday 7:00pm (Neo-Catechumenal Mass).
Email: stmichaelsbermuda@gmail.com

Baptisms: by appointment 3 weeks in advance

www.facebook.com/stmichaelpaget & “LIKE’ us | Diocesan Webpage: www.romancatholicbermuda.bm Weddings: by appointment 6 months in advance
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Mass Schedule & Intentions

We welcome our parishioners and visitors who have come to St. Michael'’s to worship this weekend.
May you be blessed by your presence here today.

MINISTRIES...

August 22/23rd THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

4:45PM Lector: Joshua Blee EM: Peter Marsh

10:15AM  Lector: Cherry Ramdass Briere EM: Lucy Attride-Stirling
Collection: Jesse Almeida

August 29/30th THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
4:45PM Lector: Karen Marsh EM: Kathy Anderson
10:15AM  Lector: Lucy Attride Stirling ~ EM:Susie Cabrera
Collection: Carlos DeFrias

MASS INTENTIONS...

August 22/23rd THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
4:45PM Donald Johnson (96th Birthday)
10:15AM Lisa & Jim McConnell (40th Anniversay Blessings)

August 29/30th THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
4:45PM For the Sick and Suffering
10:15AM  St. Michael’s Parishioners’ Intentions

AUGUST 15/16th Collection:
$1,011.00

Monthly Collection for Maintenance:
$472.00

Oversea Visitor’'s Maintenance Fund
Donation: $5,000.00

THANKYOU!!!

A VERY WARM AND
SINCERE WELCOME TO
FR. VIVIEN LUGO NUERA

who has been our locum Pastor while
Fr. Joe is on his staycation. We are so

grateful to have you here at
St. Michael’s, Fr. Vivien.

Thank you so for sharing your

Ministry with us.

Bishops Corner...

Dear Fellow-Catholics,

Monastic life has long been a fertile ground for creativity and innovation. Through their
hands, monks have cultivated the earth and crafted ideas and tools that have shaped the
world. Here are five things we owe to the ingenuity of monastic communities:

1. Champagne - This celebratory sparkle in your glass owes its refinement to Dom
Pérignon, a Benedictine monk who devoted himself to perfecting winemaking.
Using careful methods to control fermentation and blend grapes, he transformed

wine into a bubbling marvel that captured the effervescence of celebration itself.

. Clocks - In their devotion to the rhythm of prayer, monks became pioneers in
measuring time. The mechanical clock was first developed in monasteries, not for
secular purposes but to ring bells that marked the hours for prayer and work. Over
time, these early inventions evolved into the intricate timekeeping devices that
regulate modern life.

. Distilled alcohol - Distillation may have ancient origins, but it was in monastic
infirmaries and kitchens that the process was refined into an art. Monks
experimented with combining herbs and alcohol to create elixirs for medicinal
purposes. Over time, their concoctions, became celebrated beverages, showing
how the work of healing could also bring delight.

wvith three holes
Holy Trinity.

learned their pr
symbolizing t

. Modern genetics - The quiet work of Gregor Mendel, an Augustinian friar (admittedly, not exactly a monk), transformed our
understanding of biology. His experiments with pea plants revealed the laws of heredity, laying the foundations for modern
genetics. Mendel’s work, rooted in a contemplative life of study and observation, demonstrates the profound discoveries
that can emerge from a single monastery garden.

. Pretzels - A simple snack with profound symbolism, the pretzel was first crafted by monks as a reward for children learning
their prayers. Its shape, with arms crossed in prayer, reflected the piety of its origins, while the three holes symbolized the
Holy Trinity.

Have a restfull\weekend and a good week!
4 Weo VJpewaee

Bishop Wes

\.




IMMACULATE / SHUTTERSTOCK

Dear Padre,

Can a non-Catholic serve and hold an office
in a Catholic parish organization?

According to their knowledge, competence, and
position, the Christian faithful have an obligation
to assist in the necessary works of the Church and
promote the common good of the parish—its worship,
its apostolic mission, its charities, the care of its
ministers, and its care of the poor. (See Code of Canon
Law, 222.) In general, canon law and most diocesan
regulations stipulate that members of primary decision-making entities must be active, registered Catholics who
participate in the sacramental life of the Church. For example, members of a pastoral council must be “in full
communion with the Catholic Church” (CCL 512 §1). However, non-Catholics—such as spouses of parishioners or
experts in their fields (e.g., finance, law, architecture)—are sometimes invited to lend their skills by serving on
advisory boards and committees or in other support roles that are usually in a non-voting capacity. In all cases,
the pastor or bishop has the discretion to involve non-Catholics in specific initiatives. For instance, a bishop
“can invite as observers to the diocesan synod other ministers or members of churches or ecclesial communities
which are not in full communion with the Catholic Church” (CCL, 463 §3). A non-Catholic interested in serving
should consult the local priest about available opportunities, based on the norms of a diocese.

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

MD0LSYILLNHS / OLO4 ADINF

MOUNT SAINT AGNES ACADEMY
Auditorium Renovation

. . L. . . Please see the letter attached sharing the news of the Auditorium
e renovation. Every Dollar raised for this much needed upgrade will help
always reflect this fraternal, “Samaritan” spirit— continue the legacy started by the Sisters of Charity of Halifax in 1890.

on that is welcomingigurageous, committed, Now 136+ years later, the work continues with dedication to continually

and supportive, rooted in our improve and upgrade the MSA facility. Please consider being a part of
union with God and our faith in this fundraising initiative

Jesus Christ. Enkindled by this
divine love, we will surely be

St. Vincent de Paul Society Donations

able to give of ourselves for Donations can be made by Direct Deposit to:
the gOOd Of all who suffer, BNTB BDS 20006060476711100 or USS 8400784730010.
. Memo Field: |dentify your name and purpose of donation.
especially our brothers le. “In memory of....” (IMO and the name of person).
and sisters who Email (Optional): send to svdp@northrock.bm for confirmation and
are sick, elderly, or acknowledgement.
afﬂicted. DONATIONS IN CASH: Please use the Poor Boxes in your parish churches

or the envelopes provided and place these in the collection baskets.

MESSAGE ON WORLD
DAY OF THE SICK, ROME,
FEBRUARY 11, 2026

LET’S TALK
MENTAL HEALTH

‘ i If you or someone you know is struggling with mental health illness or
The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © suicidal thoughts please call: 236-3770 weekdaysfrom 8:00am to 5.00pm
Dicastero per la Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved. ’ . L . : :
(MWI) 911 or 239-1111 (24/7 Crisis hotline)
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What is Happening in Our Diocese? Upcoming Events

St. MICHAEL'S

e Davon Campbell is St. Michael’s new communications
representative and Parish Council Member. She has been
working on some new flyers to reach out to our Parishioners.
Please see the Flyers in the email blast. Click on the links to view
and on our Bulletin boards. Through St. Michael’s social media
we hope to share new opportunities coming to our Parish.

* The EMMAUS Bible Study will re-start on Tuesday, September

15th. Have a great summer everyone.
¢ Neocatechumenal Way Eucharist celebration - Saturdays at

7:00pm

THE HOLY ROSARY here at ST. MICHAEL’S
EACH WEDNESDAY

Starting Wednesday, September 9th
at 5:30pm, Lucy Attride-Stirling
will lead the Holy Rosary at
St. Michael’s Church. Everyone is
welcome to come and spend some
quiet time and please join us.

St. THERESA'S

e St. Theresa’s Cathedral summer opening hours are:
Monday-Friday 7am-4:30pm
Saturday 8:30am-7:30pm
Sunday 8am-7pm

e Daily Mass is celebrated at 7:30am.

e The 9:00am Saturday Portuguese Mass will resume on Saturday,
29 August 2026.

e Noon Day Mass in St. Theresa’s Cathedral: The 12:10pm will
return in September.

St. ANTHONY'S

e Daily Mass is celebrated Tuesday - Friday at 8:30am
St. PATRICK'S

e Daily Mass is celebrated at 8:00am

e Praying the Rosary is on each Wednesday at 10:00am

e A weekly Portuguese Mass is celebrated each Wednesday at
7:00pm.
e Adoration each Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm

* A mass in Tagalog takes place on, THE SECOND FRIDAY of the
month at 7:00pm.

St. JOSEPH'S

e AFilipino mass is celebrated every, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE
MONTH at 11:00am

STELLA MARIS

e AFilipino mass is celebrated on the LAST Wednesday OF THE
MONTH at 7:00pm

St. THERESA'S GIFT SHOP
e QOpening hours - 10:00am-2:00pm. Tuesdays and Saturdays.

* VOLUNTEER NEEDED that can assist for 2 hours/week on
Saturdays from 12-2PM, or as a fill-in for any absences. If you
can assist, please call 292-0416 or drop by in person. Thank you

LUNCH & MOVIE EVENT ON THURSDAY, 27TH AUGUST

Our last film for the Summer Lunch & Movie event on Thursday,
27th August, will be the 2008 film “The Bucket List”. The Star
Magazine’s critic described it as, “Absolute dynamite! The chemis-
try between Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman is outstanding!”

You only live once, so why not go out in style? That’s what two
cancer-ward roommates, an irascible billionaire and a scholarly
mechanic, decide when they get the bad news. They compose a
bucket list and head off for the around-the-world adventure of
their lives. Under the nimble direction of Rob Reiner, the two great
stars (Freeman and Nicholson) provide the heart and soul, wit and
wiles of this inspired salute to life that proves that the best time of
all is right now.

The movie’s length is 97 minutes.

The movie contains mature theme and coarse language.
Not suitable for all audience.

"But what
about you?"
he asked.
"Who do
you say I am?"

A NEW YEAR.
A NEW ADVENTURE.

fwéexwéﬂvyow,/
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“ STUDENTS | FAMILIES | TEACHERS ST AET

é‘ You are You are You make a
~ amazing! loved! difference!

You are
appreciated! —3

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER I3

10:15 AM | ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH

COME RECEIVE A SPECIAL BLESSING FOR A

/“ SUCCESSFUL & JOY-FILLED SCHOOL YEAR! <



