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August 2, 2026

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 55:1–3 / Romans 8:35, 37–39 / Matthew 14:13–21 

Seeing as God Sees 
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR 

Even when the apostles think they have anticipated what is needed, they often come up short. Not a lack of 
preparation or a lack of talent, but something is missing, nonetheless. In the gospel, they announce to Jesus that 

there is not enough food to eat. The crowds are too massive. They are too far away from the resources they need. But 
Jesus is not concerned. He sees what they are incapable of seeing. He believes in ways they cannot even begin to 
comprehend.

In blessing the limited amount of food they scrounge up for him, Jesus reveals to them an abundance 
they were unable to see. Not only is there enough for all who have assembled, there is more than  
enough, beyond their wildest imaginings.

How did the apostles understand what they experienced this day? How did they react to the 
miraculous, overflowing abundance where there was once scarcity? How could there be something 
where there was nothing?
The real lesson of the gospel is not necessarily the miraculous. Rather, the real lesson of the 
gospel is found in the invitation to see, to hope, to anticipate that with God all is possible. Even 
when it seems like a dead end. Even when nothing adds up. Even when you come up short. ❊

Reflect 
Do you wish you could see a certain person or situation more like the way God sees? 

They all ate and were satisfied, and 
they picked up the fragments left 
over—twelve wicker baskets full.

MATTHEW 14:20 

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY



– 2 –

August 1/2nd- THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
4:45PM	 For Those Suffering From Natural Disaster
10:15AM	 St. Michael’s Parishioners
August 8/9th THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
4:45PM	 St. Michael’s Parishioners
10:15AM	 For the Souls in Purgatory

August 1/2nd- THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
4:45PM	 Lector:	 Karen Marsh	 EM: Fred Anderson
10:15AM	 Lector:	 Suzette Cabrerra	 EM: Joyce Lee	  	
	 Collection:	 Jesse Almeida
August 8/9th THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
4:45PM	 Lector:	 Laura DeFrias	 EM: Peter Marsh
10:15AM	 Lector:	 Willie Forbes	 EM: Lucy Attride-Stirling	
 		  Collection:	 Carlos De Frias

MINISTRIES . . . MASS INTENTIONS . . .

Mass Schedule & Intentions
We welcome our parishioners and visitors who have come to St. Michael’s to worship this weekend.  
May you be blessed by your presence here today.

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE ONLINE 
to St. Michael’s Church’s: BNTB Account # 2000 6060 081824 100. 

WHEN MAKING YOUR ONLINE TRANSACTION, BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND “COLLECTION” AS YOUR MEMO ON YOUR BANKING TRANSACTION. 

Thank you for your generosity.

 JULY 25/26th Collection: 
 $1,301.00

THANK YOU!!!

Bishops Corner . . .

Dear Fellow-Catholics,

One night in July, 1216, St. Francis was praying in the little chapel of the Portiuncula consumed by love for God and a thirst to save 
souls. He prayed for the forgiveness of sins of humankind. Suddenly a brilliant light shone all around. Jesus and Mary appeared 
in the midst of a dazzling cloud surrounded by a multitude of radiant Angels. Out of fear and reverence, Francis adored Our Lord 
prostrate upon the ground. Then Jesus said to him: ”Francis you are very zealous for the good of souls. Ask me what you want for 

their salvation.” Francis was rapt in euphoria before Jesus. When 
he regained his courage he said: ”Lord, I a miserable sinner and beg 
you to concede an indulgence to all those who enter this church, 
who are truly contrite and have confessed their sins. I beg Blessed 
Virgin, your Mother, intercessor of us, humans, that she intercede 
on behalf of this grace.” Jesus answered: “It is a very great thing 
that which you ask me; but you are worthy of even greater things, 
Francis, and greater things you will have. So I accept your request, 
but I want you to go to My Vicar, to whom I have given the power 
to bind and loose in Heaven and on earth, to ask him on my behalf 
for this indulgence.”

With one of his companions, Francis hastened to Pope Honorius III 
and implored him to proclaim that every one visiting the Portiuncu-
la chapel and confessing their sins with a contrite heart would be as 
pure from all sin and punishments. The Pope asked him, “Why do 
you ask me for this indulgence”. Francis replied, “Because I want all 
people to go to heaven.”

The Pope granted this petition. The date was set from the evening of August 1st until sundown on August 2nd, 
the Feast of Our Lady of the Angels.

Our Portiuncula indulgence will be celebrated on Sunday, 2nd of August, at St. Anthony’s Church, at the 11:30am 
Mass, within the St. Francis Jubilee Year.

May your weekend be serene and your week be blessed!

Bishop Wes
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Dear Padre, 
Jesus gave his disciples both bread 
and wine and said, “Do this in memory 
of me.” But our priest decided that 
we cannot receive from the cup at 
Communion. Does he have the right to 
deny his parishioners the Precious Blood?
“The diocesan bishop may lay down norms for the 
distribution of Communion under both kinds for his 
own diocese, which must be observed” (Norms for the Distribution and Reception of Holy Communion Under Both 
Kinds in the Dioceses of the United States of America, 24). (Also see General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 283.) 
After the COVID-19 pandemic, many parishes did not resume Communion under both kinds. Some opted instead 
to make the Precious Blood available only on major solemnities. However, “Holy Communion has a fuller form 
as a sign when it takes place under both kinds” (GIRM 281). “It is most desirable that the faithful, just as the 
priest himself is bound to do…partake of the chalice (cf. no. 283), so that even by means of the signs Communion 
may stand out more clearly as a participation in the sacrifice actually being celebrated” (GIRM 85). Still, pastors 
“should instruct the Christian faithful…that Christ, whole and entire, and the true Sacrament, is received even 
under only one species, and hence…those who 
receive under only one species are not deprived 
of any grace that is necessary for salvation” 
(GIRM 282). ❊           Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / Dear Padre.org

ARTIN
1 / SH

UTTERSTO
CK 

M
AR

CO
 IA

CO
BU

CC
I E

PP
 / 

SH
UT

TE
RS

TO
CK

 

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright 
© Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights 
reserved.

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV 
[Friendship with the Lord] is achieved first 
of all in liturgical and community prayer, in  
which we do not decide what to hear from the 
Word of God, but it is he himself who speaks 
to us through the Church; it is then achieved in 
personal prayer…. Only when we speak with  
God can we also speak about him.
                                            GENERAL AUDIENCE, 

                                                ROME,  

                                                 JANUARY 14, 2026

A VERY WARM AND 
SINCERE WELCOME TO  
FR. VIVIEN LUGO NUERA 
who will be our locum Pastor 
while Fr. Joe is on his staycation. 
We are so grateful to have you here at St. Michael’s, Fr. Vivien. 
Thank you so much for sharing your Ministry with us. 

For those who do not know Fr. Vivien.....On the 4th April 2024 
St. Patrick’s Parish welcomed Fr. Vivien Lugo Nuera, C.P. Fr. 
Vivien hails from Bohol, Philippines. He received his Philosophy 
degree from the University of San Carlos, and his Bachelor of 
Sacred Theology from Loyola School of Theology at Ateneo 
de Manila University. He took his first profession of vows as a 
Passionist in 2007, and was ordained a priest on 4th December 
2012. He has ministered throughout the Philippines, as well 
as briefly in Israel. Most recently, he spent his time working as 
part of the Formation Team at the Passionist Formation Center 
helping seminarians achieve their vocation. In his spare time, Fr. 
Vivien enjoys playing basketball, volleyball and tennis. He speaks 
two languages and hopes to add Portuguese to his list as well.. R
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What is Happening in Our Diocese?

St. MICHAEL’S 
•	 We need a volunteer to assist with St. Michael’s Communications 

initiative, to help with getting the word out about St. Michael’s 
via all social media. Please Email stmichaelsbermuda@gmail.com 
if you can help.

• The EMMAUS Bible Study will be taking the summer off. It will 
re-start on Tuesday, September 15th. Have a great summer 
everyone.

 •	 Neocatechumenal Way Eucharist celebration - Saturdays at 
7:00pm

St. THERESA’S
• St. Theresa’s Cathedral summer opening hours are: 

Monday-Friday 7am-4:30pm
Saturday 8:30am-7:30pm
Sunday 8am-7pm

•	 Daily Mass is celebrated at 7:30am. 
•	 Noon Day Mass in St. Theresa’s Cathedral: The 12:10pm will 

return in September.
St. ANTHONY’S
•	 Daily Mass is celebrated Tuesday - Friday at 8:30am
St. PATRICK’S
•	 Daily Mass is celebrated at 8:00am
•	 Praying the Rosary is on each Wednesday at 10:00am
•	 A weekly Portuguese Mass is celebrated each Wednesday at 

7:00pm.
•	 Adoration each Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm
•	 A mass in Tagalog takes place on, THE SECOND FRIDAY of the 

month at 7:00pm.
St. JOSEPH’S
•	 A Filipino mass is celebrated every, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE 

MONTH at 11:00am
STELLA MARIS
•	 A Filipino mass is celebrated on the LAST Wednesday OF THE 

MONTH at 7:00pm
St. THERESA’S GIFT SHOP
•	 Opening hours - 10:00am-2:00pm. Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
•	 VOLUNTEER NEEDED that can assist for 2 hours/week on 

Saturdays from 12-2PM, or as a fill-in for any absences. If you 
can assist, please call 292-0416 or drop by in person. Thank you

Upcoming Events

St. Vincent de Paul Society Donations
Donations can be made by Direct Deposit to: 
BNTB BD$ 20006060476711100 or US$ 8400784730010.
Memo Field:  Identify your name and purpose of donation.
Ie. “In memory of….”  (IMO and the name of person).
Email (Optional): send to svdp@northrock.bm  for confirmation and 
acknowledgement.
DONATIONS IN CASH: Please use the Poor Boxes in your parish churches 
or the envelopes provided and place these in the collection baskets.

During Fr. Joe’s vacation in August,  both the Masses will be celebrated by Fr. Vivien. There is no change to 
the 10:15am Sunday Mass.  However, in order to make it possible for Fr. Vivien to be on time on his duties at 
St. Patrick’s, the Saturday Masses at St. Michael’s through the month of August will be celebrated at 4:45pm.

Due to the  Cup Match holidays there will be  
NO Summer Lunch & Movie Event  

on Thursday, 30th July.
The next film will be shown on Thursday, 6th August.

Sunday, 2nd of August, marks the Portiuncula Indulgence strongly 
rooted in St. Francis’ spirituality.

A second solemn celebration within St. Francis Jubilee Year will take 
place in our Diocese. Bishop Wes will officiate the 11:30am Mass 
at St. Anthony’s Church with communal recitation of prayers for 
indulgence. The conditions for obtaining indulgence for offer for 
salvation of oneself or the souls of the deceased are the ordinary 
ones: Sacramental Confession, Holy Communion, Prayer according 
to the Intentions of the Holy Father.

We Are Companions on the Journey
Dear friends,
  
 I’m sure by now most of you have seen the message about mental health 
issues at the bottom of the weekly church bulletin and you might be wondering 
what this is all about.
 Hello, my name is Daniel Pereira and most of you know me as Danny. Last 
year our family suffered an unimaginable tragedy when one of our beloved mem-
bers took his own life, leaving everyone of us in deep shock and total disbelief. 
And it left me asking myself the question “why didn’t I see this coming?” since 
we spent quite a lot time together at family events. My son-in-law was kind, 
compassionate and a loving father who loved family, food and fun. Yet deep 
down he was obviously dealing with some strong emotions/feelings that he kept 
well hidden. Had we known then what we learned about his life, I am sure that 
things would have turned out differently. 
 After months of prayer and guidance it became clear to me that there must 
be a better way to reach out to people who are struggling on a day-to-day basis.  
While there is a stigma attached to the words “Mental Health” those words actually take into account so many 
different problems that each one of us will face at some point, often without us realizing how much they affect our 
lives. To quote a favorite author of mine “to do nothing is not an option” when we are faced with a problem.  After 
finding out that there was not much help available through the church, I set out looking for likeminded people 
who were willing to have a conversation to help our parish community, with the hope of branching out to the other 
parishes. Hence, we set up a Think Tank comprising of eight people from in and outside of our parish, including 
others who have endured the same trauma and a well-known Clinical Psychologist.
 Some of the group members have taken the Mental Health First Aid Course which is offered by the Bermuda 
Hospitals Board. This is a course to make one aware of what signs to look for in individuals that may be struggling 
with issues and how to approach that person, how to ask the right questions, how to know when to simply listen 
or when to guide them to resources and/or professional help.  
 I am pleased to say that the team is committed and we meet on a regular basis. Our main goal is to open the 
conversation around Mental Health in the St Patrick’s community, with the hope that anyone who is struggling 
will know that you are not alone and that there is help available.  As a first step, we are planning to have an insert 
in the bulletin each month, highlighting the many different areas of Mental Health.  
 We hope you find them helpful and can possibly use them as a catalyst for conversation with family and 
friends.

Peace and Blessings, 

Danny

LET’S TALK
MENTAL HEALTH

If you or someone you know is struggling with mental health illness or 
suicidal thoughts, please call: 236-3770 weekdays from 8:00am to 5:00pm 
(MWI) 911 or 239-1111 (24/7 Crisis hotline)


