January 11, 2026
The Baptism of the Lord (A)
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 / Acts 10:34-38 / Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus, Servant Leader

MIGUEL DULICK

ohn, miracle son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, cousin of Jesus and known as “the Baptist] offers a
“baptism of repentance’ Then Jesus shows up. The eternal Son of God a penitent? John is shocked and
resists, saying it is Jesus who should baptize him. But Jesus insists, “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).

At the very beginning of his ministry,Jesus is humbling himself, much as he did toward the end, when he washed
the feet of his disciples. Then it was Peter who would resist what seemed inappropriate by the standards of this world.
Jesus is giving us an example, the way of the servant leader, as described in today’s beautiful passage from Isaiah. Jesus
is the servant leader, the Father’s Son, over whom the Holy Spirit danced like a dove, and the Father, with his booming
voice from the heavens, said of him,“This is my beloved Son!” (Matthew 3:17).

Jesus allowing himself to be baptized may seem like a contradiction, but given all that follows, we know he is
offerlng his followers a consistent model of what he expects from those who choose to be his disciples. As St. Paul

- . ”!t 'cevcame from the heavens ads ,  Would later write to the

- = Church in Philippi,“Have
among yourselves the
same attitude that is
also yours in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in
the form of God, did not
regard equality with God
something to be grasped”
(Philippians 2:5-6). ®

This weekR, I'll think
about my baptism,
when I was called to
serve as Jesus served.
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Mass Schedule & Intentions

We welcome our parishioners and visitors who have come to St. Michael'’s to worship this weekend.
May you be blessed by your presence here today.

MINISTRIES... MASS INTENTIONS...

JANUARY 10/11th - THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD JANUARY 10/11th - THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
5:00PM Lector:  Kathy Anderson EM: Fred Anderson 5:00PM For St. Michael’s Parishioners
10:15AM  Lector:  Pat Robinson EM: Christine DaCosta 10:15AM  For A Healthy, Faithfilled and Peaceful 2026 for all

Collection: Pat Robinson

JANUARY 17/18th - THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME e . L
L 5:00PM For Reconciliation and Peace in Families

5:00PM Lector: Joshua Blee EM: Carmen Olivierie 10:15AM  For St. Michael’s Parishioners

10:15AM  Lector: Jesse Almeida EM: Joyce Lee ’ ’

Collection: Jesse Almeida Thank you for your generosity.

JANUARY 3/4th COLLECTION: $640.00
New Year’s Day Collection: $191.00
Votives: $10.00 Poor Box (SVDePaul): $161.00

JANUARY 17/18th - THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE MADE ONLINE
to St. Michael’s Church’s: BNTB Account # 2000 6060 081824 100.

(Pastor's Point . . .

Dear Parishioners,
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the Precursor, proposes the contemplation of an already adult Jesus. This mystery is
infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the Lord’s birth and the Epiphany that we have just celebrated, as in some ways it takes up and represents
their significance to us.

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th century, the Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding
of the faith with regard to the Christmas mystery in the light of Jesus’ Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word already working like the ‘Christification’ of
that humanity that he had assumed from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the Christ from the first instant of conception in Mary’s spotless womb because
He Himself, with His Divine Power, consecrated, anointed and ‘Christified’ that human nature with which He became incarnate.

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s manifestation to all nations that was represented by the Magi, the wise men from the East, who came to
adore the Child.

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation and His manifestation as the Christ.
Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His definitive manifestation as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and as the Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the dimension of
the Epiphany which was His manifestation to all nations. The Father’s voice from heaven shows that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent of the Holy
Spirit in the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the Christian God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, shows Himself in Christ, through
Him, with Him and in Him.

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of ‘Christification,’ Jesus of Nazareth’s spiritual anointing, His presentation as the Anointed One par
excellence, the Messiah or the One sent by the Father for the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the
‘Christification” of Jesus” humanity that the Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the very beginning,
was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His one, true humanity, that which is perfect in every way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew in natural and
supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age, one reached full maturity
and therefore could become a master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit, descending and remaining on Him, definitively consecrated His whole being as the Christ.

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted over the waters during the first creation (Gen 1:2). Therefore, the Baptism in the Jordan
presents yet another truth: that Jesus has started a new creation. He is the second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 Cor 15:45), that comes to repair the first Adam’s
guilt. He does this as the Lamb of God that takes away our sins. ‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross and Resurrection, the Christian people realised what happened:
Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt upon His shoulders; he bore it down into the depths of the Jordan. He inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the
place of sinners’ (Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Bloomsbury 2007, p 18).

May the Baptism of the Lord inspire us to use our Baptism to the fullest as we encounter our daily lives and may we do so with courage knowing that there is always
Someone (Jesus) who is always with us. God bless.

Fr. Joe, Pgstor & Vicar General

SOURCE - Liturgical Year (Catholic Culture) Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
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Bishops Corner ...

Dear Fellow-Catholics,

| would like to share with you some events that are to take place in our Catholic community in Bermuda in 2026. | am not
including the main Christian solemnities nor Government public holidays.
18th to 25th January — Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
25th of January, Sunday — Word of God Sunday
31st of January, Saturday — 11:00am — 10th Anniversary of the Diaconate Ordination of our Permanent Deacons Matthew, Andrew and David
— Holy Mass at St. Theresa’s and reception in the hall.
18th of February, Wednesday — Ash Wednesday
17th of March, Tuesday — St. Patrick’s Parish Liturgical Feast
19th of March, Thursday — St. Joseph’s Parish Liturgical Feast
24th of March, Tuesday — 4:00pm — 6:00pm — Lenten Reconciliation Service at St. Patrick’s
26th of March, Thursday — 6:00pm — 8:00pm — Lenten Reconciliation Service at St. Theresa’s
31st of March, Tuesday — 7:00pm — Chrism Mass at St. Theresa’s
3rd of April, Good Friday — 11:15am — Ecumenical Stations of the Cross in Victoria Park
11th of April, Saturday — 11:00am — Annual Mass for the Deceased at Holy Calvary Cemetery
12th of April, Sunday — 3:00pm — Divine Mercy Devotion at St. Patrick’s
13th of May, Wednesday — Our Lady of Fatima Feast at St. Patrick’s
17th of May, Sunday — 1:30pm — Senhor Santo Cristo Feast in St. Theresa’s
31st of May, Sunday — 2:00pm — Confirmation Mass at St. Theresa’s
12th of June, Friday — 59th Anniversary of the Establishment of our Diocese
13th of June, Saturday — St. Anthony’s Parish Liturgical Feast
14th of June, Sunday — 2:00pm — Divino Espirito Santo Feast at Stella Maris
29th of September, Tuesday — St. Michael’s Parish Liturgical Feast
1st of October, Thursday — St. Theresa’s Feast, Patroness of the Parish and of the Diocese
3rd of October, Saturday — St. Theresa’s Feast Celebration
13th of October, Tuesday — Our Lady of Fatima Feast at St. Patrick’s M ark

7th of November, Saturday — 11:00am — All Souls’ Mass at St. Theresa’s
12th of December, Saturday — Stella Maris Parish Liturgical Feast

Have a restfuhweekend and a blessed week! Your C alendar!
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Dear Padre,

Why do our bishops not marry? Scripture
plainly says that they must be the husband

of one wife and have faithful children.

This is an excellent question and brings us face to face with an
important truth: for Catholics, the sacred Scripture is not the
singular source of our practice and discipline. We also look, with
equal authority, to the living Tradition of the Church. The
magisterium is entrusted with the authentic interpretation of
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both Scripture and Tradition.

With this theological and historical context as a necessary background to your question, the answer to your query is this:
the lived Tradition of the Church does not support a married clergy, including bishops. Although the Scripture allows for it,and
provides some general guidelines, the lived Tradition of the Church does not.

The Roman Catholic Church has a celibate clergy and will continue to have a celibate clergy unless and until the magisterium, in
union with the pope, determines otherwise. There have been some discussions about changing this discipline, but now there is not
much momentum that would suggest any imminent change.

In the wider Orthodox Catholic Church, in union with Rome, there is a provision for a married clergy, but, even in these
traditions, there is no exception made for married bishops. Bishops are and will continue to be celibate

regardless of what Scripture may allow. ® Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org



What is Happening in Our Diocese?

St. MICHAEL'S

e SYNODAL BIBLE STUDY - is inspired by the method of SPIRITUAL
CONVERSATION used during the Synod on Synodality. It is leading a
small group using the texts from the Sacred Scriptures in a structured
format emphasising: listening, discernment, and community, fostering
a deeper connection with scripture and with each other. This NEW
BIBLE STUDY will be on Thursdays starting on January 15th at 3:00pm
in the Pastor’s Office at St. Michael’s Church. Just park behind the
Church and make sure to bring your CATHOLIC BIBLE. This is FREE
and is open for anyone in the diocese interested with everything else
provided. Any questions please contact Fr. Joe at 705-0236.

e EMMAUS Bible Study: Resumes on January 13th at 3pme
NEOCATECHUMENAL WAY - Wednesdays at 7:00pm

Neocatechumenal Way Eucharist celebration - Saturdays at 7:00pm
St. THERESA'S

¢ During the winter season St. Theresa’s Cathedral will be locked
at 4:00pm from Monday to Friday.

e Daily Mass is celebrated at 7:30am.

¢ Noon Day Mass in St. Theresa’s Cathedral: The 12:10pm Mass is
celebrated each Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday

St. ANTHONY'S

e Daily Mass is celebrated Tuesday - Friday at 8:30am
St. PATRICK'S

¢ Daily Mass is celebrated at 8:00am

e The Rosary is recited every, WEDNESDAY at 10:00am
¢ No Adoration on Thursday December 25th

e A mass in Tagalog takes place on, THE SECOND FRIDAY of the month
at 7:00pm.

St. JOSEPH'S

e AFilipino mass is celebrated every, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
at 11:00am

STELLA MARIS

e AFilipino mass is celebrated on the LAST Wednesday OF THE MONTH
at 7:00pm

ST. THERESA'S GIFT SHOP Opening hours - 10:00am-2:00pm.
Tuesdays and Saturdays. Come and see what we have.

Special Collection for the Holy See:

As a bond of unity and charity with churches throughout the world, Canon
Law 1271 annually requires bishops in dioceses worldwide to financially
help the apostolic works of the Holy See through a special collection.

In Bermuda, this collection will take
place on NEXT weekend, January
17th and 18th. Please use the
special envelopes provided for your
donation, or make a contribution
online.

Thank you for your stewardship!
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O THE
WORDS OF LIFE:

“Heavenly Father, in the sacrament of Baptism, you have given us
the gift of new life. Through your son our Lord Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit, you have made us your own.

Help us to recognize the gift of human life as a sign of hope in our
world. Reveal to us the places where your precious gift of life is most
in need of protection and strengthen us to defend life in all stages
and circumstances, from the child in the womb to the elderly and
dying. Guided by your Holy Spirit, guard us from discouragement and
give us the grace to be messengers of hope, filled with confidence
that nothing can separate us from your love.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “A Prayer for Hope”
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
In the family, faith is handed on together with life,
generation after generation. It is shared like food at
the family table and like the love in our hearts. In this
way, families become privileged places in which to
encounter Jesus, who loves us and desires our good,

always.
HOMILY, ROME, JUNE 1, 2025

LET’S TALK
MENTAL HEALTH

Mental Health Brochures . . .

Please find included in the Bulletin rack (in Portuguese and English) and
as individual links to the weekly email blast three flyers discussing your
Mental Health and Wellness. They are brilliant, informative and very
helpful flyers.

If you or someone you know is struggling with mental health illness or
suicidal thoughts, please call: 236-3770 weekdays from 8:00am to 5:00pm

(MWI) 911 or 239-1111 (24/7 Crisis hotline) Dear Fellow-Catholics,
_________________________________________________________________________________|



January 11, 2026

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord Cycle A

Our Sunday Readings

God’s
Chosen One

ISAIAH 42:1-4, 6-7

Reading closely

I. Why do you think God is pleased with his
servant!

2. How does God prepare his servant?

3. How will the servant proceed?

4. How will the servant’s methods persuade

and reassure people?

What justice will the servant bring?

6. What parts of this passage stand out to
you?

7. How might the people of Israel have first
responded to these words?

8. How might other people have responded?

Living the word

9. Would you want to be the servant!?

10. In what ways is Jesus like the servant?

I'l.In what ways could you act like the servant?

bl

THE FIRST READING
The servant

The book of Isaiah contains four “Suffering
Servant” passages in which God speaks to a
servant whose identity is not always clear.
Today’s reading is part of the first of these four
passages. Here the identity of the servant is
unmistakably Israel (see Isaiah 41:8).

God’s image

In contrast to other nations that worship other
gods and make representations of these gods,
Israel will itself be the image of the true God,
the LORD. Israel will reveal the LORD to those
who do not see this true God and thus live in
the darkness of ignorance (v.7).

Gentle justice

The language in this passage is one of gentle
witness and persuasion. Israel will reveal God
and God’s law or teaching in a way that is
neither violent nor forced (vv.2-3). Israel is to
act patiently rather than with autocratic or
militant insistence.

A note on this feast day

The Christmas season is filled with stories that
reveal Jesus’ divinity. While the story of his
baptism also points to his divine origin, it
simultaneously inaugurates his ministry.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord thus
concludes the Christmas season and marks the
beginning of Ordinary Time.There is no First
Sunday of Ordinary Time on our liturgical
calendar.

by Edrianne Ezell | oursundayreadings.wordpress.com | eezell3@gmail.com



IGNORANCE OF SCRIPTURE IS IGNORANCE OF CHRIST

MATTHEW 3:13-17

Reading closely

I. What all might draw Jesus to John the Baptist?

2. How might John feel as Jesus arrives to be
baptized?

3. What does John seem to know about Jesus?

4. What all might John think as he baptizes Jesus?

What all might Jesus be thinking as John

baptizes him?

6. How do you think John reacts to everything
that happens after this baptism?

7. How do you think other people react to what
happens after Jesus is baptized?

Living the word

8. What has helped you to understand more fully
who Jesus is?

9. When have you humbly submitted to God?

10. In what ways can you try to understand better
someone else’s experience?

I 1. Does your membership in Christ’s body take
precedence over all your other allegiances?

b

THE GOSPEL READING
Baptism by John

John was prophesying that God’s kingdom was
coming and people had better get ready for it. He
uses baptism as a way for people to show that they
want to turn away from their sinful behavior and
embrace God’s coming kingdom. John’s baptism
does not, however, take away sin.

To fulfill all righteousness

John somehow recognizes that Jesus is the one
about whom he has been prophesying, and he
understandably thinks it’s inappropriate for him to
baptize the one who is greater than he is. Jesus
replies that they are both simply carrying out God’s
plan of salvation.

In obedience to God’s plan, Jesus enters fully into
the human experience, from conception to death
itself. If Jesus is going to free creation from sin and
death, he must be truly part of it: he must be fully
human as well as fully divine. Jesus thus joins his
human and Jewish family as he submits to John’s
baptism and all that this baptism means.

—ST. JEROME

Divine witness

The heavens were opened indicates that God
has come to communicate with people, to share
himself with them in some way.

The Spirit of God came to rest on people in the
Old Testament whom God empowered to do his
will. Such people include Moses and the elders
(Numbers | 1:25), David (I Samuel 16:13),and
Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2:9-15). God’s spirit also
rests upon his servant, as we heard in the First
Reading.

The dove may represent closeness to the heavens,
the dwelling place of God. In the Old Testament
God’s presence is compared to a bird hovering
over her young to protect and strengthen them
(Deuteronomy 32:1 1, Psalm 17:8, Psalm 91:4, Isaiah
31:5).The comparison of God’s spirit to a dove,
however, occurs only in the story of Jesus’ baptism.

The voice declares what we already know from
earlier in this Gospel. In the Old Testament son of
God refers to Israel as a whole, a descendant of
David, anyone who is righteous, and even angels.
When applied to Jesus, the title takes on a meaning
that is rooted in its earlier use but indicates a
whole new relationship with God.

PRAYER
adapted from the Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer
for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Lord, holy Father,
in the waters of the Jordan
you revealed with signs and wonders
a new Baptism.

Continue speaking to us,
that we might hear and heed your Word dwelling
among us.

Send your Spirit upon us,

that we might know and follow

Christ your Servant

whom you anointed with the oil of gladness
and sent to bring good news to the poor.

May we please you in all that we do,

through Christ Jesus, your Son. Amen.




