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The New Evangelization
MIGUEL DULICK

This season of the Church we call “Ordinary Time” is full of Jesus’ teaching about how to live our Christian 
lives. Today’s readings are especially rich. When Jesus takes his place as the New Moses to deliver his Sermon 

on the Mount, he begins, fittingly, with a new version of the commandments, but instead of “Thou shalt not,” they 
are blessings! And they are paradoxical; always a sign of the divine touch. The “poor in spirit” get the kingdom of 
heaven; mourners are blessed, for they shall be comforted. 

Now, who is supposed to do the comforting? We are. If the beatitudes are new commandments, 
we disciples are to obey them, even rejoicing in the blessing of persecution. What kind of people 
sign up for this? Saint Paul describes to the Christians in Corinth what kind of people God chooses: 
the foolish, the weak, the lowly and despised, the nothings of this world, to shame and confuse 
those who seem to run things. The wisdom of God seems like nonsense in a world where power 
reigns supreme. That sweet soul Zephaniah, author of today’s first reading, saw the shift coming, 
from “don’ts” to “dos,” from bossy to beatitude: “Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land” 
(Zephaniah 2:3). You will be “a people humble and lowly” who will pasture your flocks (and do the work God 
intends you to do) with “none to disturb” you (Zephaniah 3:12, 13). Sign me up for that! ●

February 1, 2026

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12–13 / 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 / Matthew 5:1–12a

“Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward will 
be great in heaven.”

MATTHEW 5:12a

Reflect
How do Jesus’ teachings work in the “real world”? 

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY



  

  St. Anthony’s Church 
 
26 Middle Road -Warwick WK03, Bermuda 
Phone: (Office Direct Line) 441-238-1784  

Parish Email:  stanthonybermuda@gmail.com  

Father Jacob Swapan Gomes-Pastor 
Telephone Number – 292-0607 Ext. 5 
Cell Number -- 704-1874 
Reconciliation: By appointment      
Baptisms: By Appointment – One month in advance 
Weddings: By Appointment –A year in advance 
Organist:  Jane Farge 
St. Anthony’s Club (CCD):  Fridays 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm   
  Coordinator: Anna Daniel 441-236-2438   
   Email: stanthonyccd@yahoo.com  
 

St. Vincent de Paul Rep:  Pat Rodrigues 
St. Vincent de Paul No. 525-1191 

 

Mass Schedule at St. Anthony’s 
 

Jan    31      6:15 pm  Parishioners of St. Anthony  
Feb    01    11:30 am  Parishioners of St. Anthony 
Feb    03      8:30 am     
Feb    04      8:30 am    
Feb    05      8:30 am    
Feb    06      8:30 am       
Feb    07      6:15 pm  Maria de Lourdes Furtado+ and 
         Herminio Soares Furtado+  
Feb    08    11:30 am  Parishioners of St. Anthony 

 
Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to serve as lectors, Eucharistic  
ministers, ushers, collection counters, etc.  If you can assist 
kindly let a member of the Parish Council know or Pat 
Rodrigues at 524-1026.   
 

 

St Vincent de Paul Poor Box Donations 
Please use:  BDA # 2000 6060 4767 11100 or  
                        US # 8400 7847 30010 
Cash donation - please use the SVDP envelopes and place 
in the collection baskets at the weekend Masses.  Any 
amount  goes a long way to support those in need. 
______________________________________________  

 

Lector’s Workbooks 
Lector's workbooks for the new liturgical year 2026 are 
available in the Sacristy. 
_______________________________________________ 

Holy Rosary 
Please note that the Holy Rosary is recited every 
Wednesday morning at St Patrick’s Church at 10:00 am. 
Please join. 

 

Bulletin for January 31 and February 1, 2026 
 

Weekly Collections at St. Anthony’s 

 
Jan 10/Jan 11        $  1,016.00  
Jan 17/Jan 18  $  1,028.00 
 
Online payments can be made directly into the Bank 
account of St. Anthony’s – Butterfield Bank –  
BD $ Current A/c – 20006060061567100    and  
US $ Current A/c -  20006840061567100.   
 
Please make sure to indicate what the donation is for in the 
memo field when making the payment online – i.e., General 
collection; Maintenance; Mission Sunday, etc.  Multiple 
payments can be made for those times when you are away 
or on vacation. Please note that we are charged $20 for US 
checks drawn on a US Bank.  Kindly do not place Canadian 
or British currency or any old Bermuda currency in the 
collection baskets. 

 
Maintenance Collection – this weekend at both Masses       

 
 

 
St. Anthony’s Ministry Schedules 

 

January 31 & February 1, 2026 
Counting:                  Annette Boyle and Pat Rodrigues 
Lector:     6:15 p.m. Jackie Tailford 
              11: 30 a.m.  Mekana De Sa 
Eucharistic Ministers:     
                 6:15 p.m. Pat Rodrigues 
              11: 30 a.m. Annabelle Saunders & Julita Looby 
Hospitality Ministers:     
                 6:15 p.m. Jackie Tailford 
              11: 30 a.m. Denis Thornhill                 

              
                  

February 7 & 8, 2026 
Counting:                  Annette Boyle and Denis Thornhill 
Lector:     6:15 p.m. Alice Astwood-Smith 
              11: 30 a.m. Denis Thornton 
Eucharistic Ministers:     
                 6:15 p.m. Raynae Fleming 
              11: 30 a.m. Annabelle Saunders & Julita Looby 
Hospitality Ministers:     
                 6:15 p.m. Jackie Tailford 
              11: 30 a.m. Denis Thornhill   
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Bishop’s Corner 
 

Dear Fellow-Catholics, 

Ten years ago, on 30 January 2016, three men from 
our Catholic community, Matthew Arnold, Andrew 
Moulder and David Swain, were ordained permanent 
deacons for our Diocese. The diaconate programme 
was initiated during Bishop Kurtz’s tenure, and I had 
the privilege of completing it. It was a special moment 
for me as well, as it was the first ordination I 
administered as bishop. After ten years, Deacon 
Matthew continues to minister mainly at St. Patrick’s, 
while Deacon Andrew and Deacon David, following 
their families, have moved overseas. They continue to 
serve the Church in the places where they now live. 

In recent years, there have been a number of enquiries 
about whether our Diocese might begin a new 
programme for the permanent diaconate. I believe 
this anniversary provides a good opportunity to 
consider the question in a broader context: should we 
prepare new permanent deacons, or should we focus 
on preparing lay pastoral leaders? There is no doubt 
that increasing the number of accurately trained 
pastoral assistants would be beneficial for our 
parishes. 

The general rule is that the number of permanent 
deacons in a diocese should not exceed 50% of the 
number of priests ministering there. In our case, this 
limit could be accommodated relatively easily, as two 
of our deacons serve elsewhere; nevertheless, we 
would not be able to invite more than two candidates 
into the programme. 

If we opt to prepare deacons, candidates must be men 
and must hold Bermudian citizenship or permanent 
resident certificate (PRC) status. If, however, we 
choose to prepare lay pastoral leaders, the invitation 
could be extended to women and expatriates as well. 

While lay pastoral leaders would not be ordained 
ministers, we could still clearly define the scope of 
their ministry, enabling them to serve our parishes 
pastorally in an effective and meaningful way. 

I would be very grateful to receive your feedback, my 
Good People, as this is your Diocese, and I am your 
bishop only for a certain time. 

May your weekend be restful and your week blessed. 

Bishop Wes 

Important Message 
 

Please be advised that due to Bishop Wes’ travel to Europe, 
there will be NO Portuguese Mass nor Adoration at St. 
Theresa’s on Saturday, 7th of February and at St. Patrick’s 
on Wednesday the 4th and 11th of February, as well as on 

18th of February (Ash Wednesday). 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Advent Food 
Drive.  The response was amazing!  All of the food donations 
were given to The Eliza Dolittle Society, who feed hundreds 
of families weekly through their food pantry. They were very 
grateful for our contributions to their supplies.  Your 
continued generosity is greatly appreciated. 

  
Salvation Army Soup Run 
As some of you may know, members of our diocese assist 
with The Salvation Army Soup Run to feed the homeless on 
Monday, Tuesday and Saturday nights. 
Several of our volunteers have retired after many years of 
service and we are looking for new volunteers to replace 
them.  If you are interested in volunteering or getting more 
information, please contact Joe Kelly at joekelly@logic.bm . 
 

 

Peace and Social Justice 

The Peace and Social Justice Committee 
will be showing the movie “Cabrini” on Friday, 
February 6th at 7:30pm in St. Theresa’s Hall. 
Refreshments will be provided and all are welcome. 
Please RSVP your attendance,                to          
peaceandsocialjusticeorcc@logic.bm  
 

 

St. Anthony’s Spring Dinner & Bingo 
 
On Saturday, 7th February, 2026 there will be a ‘Spring 
Dinner & Bingo’ in the Church Hall after the evening Mass. 
 

Tickets are limited and on sale this weekend only, after both 
Masses. $30 for adults and $15 for Children (12 and under). 
 

Raffle tickets - $2 each will also be on sale.  All proceeds will 
go to our Outreach efforts with this year’s aim to assist the 
homeless. 
 

We need help with prizes for the Bingo and Raffle. If you 
can help please bring your items to Mass and give to any 
Parish Council member. Thank you for your support  and 

God Bless. 
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Dear Padre,
I am struggling with our new pastor. He has been 
in our parish for less than six months, and nothing 
seems to please him. Everything has to change, 
and the parishioners have no input. I thought the 
days of “pray, pay, and obey” were over. 
The Code of Canon Law identifies the pastor as the shepherd of the 
parish. His duties require him to teach, sanctify, and govern the 
people entrusted to his care. However, canon law also envisions 
that the pastor will engage in pastoral care “with the assistance of lay members of Christ’s faithful” (CCL 519). 

The intention of the law is to encourage the building up of a community using the “knowledge, prudence, and 
integrity” of every member (CCL 228, §2). Many issues, feelings, and even theologies make up the personalities 
of a parish. The one constant that needs to be present is the presumption of goodwill. (See Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 2478). If that is missing, then conflict, hard feelings, and many misunderstandings will result. 

Without taking sides, I suggest that everyone take a deep breath. Then each of you—the pastor included—ask 
yourself, “Have I attempted to interpret this person or situation favorably? Have I made any rash judgments?” If 
honest and prayerful reflection reveals less-than-good intentions, now is the time for an attitude change and to 
acknowledge that a new start is needed. ●

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Monday
February 2
The Presentation 
of the Lord
Mal 3:1–4
Heb 2:14–18
Lk 2:22–40  
or 2:22–32

Tuesday
February 3
Weekday
2 Sm 18:9–10, 
14b, 24–25a, 
30—19:3
Mk 5:21–43

Wednesday
February 4
Weekday
2 Sm 24:2, 9–17
Mk 6:1–6

Thursday
February 5
St. Agatha, Virgin 
and Martyr
1 Kgs 2:1–4, 
10–12
Mk 6:7–13

Friday
February 6
St. Paul Miki and 
Companions, 
Martyrs
Sir 47:2–11
Mk 6:14–29 

Saturday
February 7
Weekday
1 Kgs 3:4–13
Mk 6:30–34

Sunday
February 8
Fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Is 58:7–10
1 Cor 2:1–5
Mt 5:13–16

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
The desire to work together for a common purpose reflects 

an essential reality: no one is Christian alone! We are part 

of a people, a body established by the Lord.… The Christian 

life is not lived in isolation…. It is lived with others, in a 

group and in community, because the risen Christ is present 

wherever disciples gather in his name. 

ADDRESS, ROME, JUNE 6, 2025




