
   
St. Joseph’s Church 

was consecrated on the 29th of January 1928. 

It is the oldest standing Roman Catholic Church on the island. 
 

Address: 45 Somerset Road, Sandys MA 03, Bermuda 

P.O. Box MA 05, Mangrove Bay, Sandys MABX, Bermuda. 

Telephone: (441) 234-2321 

Email: stjosephbermuda@gmail.com 
 

PASTOR: FR. JACOB SWAPAN GOMES 
(441) 292-0607 Ext. 5 or (441) 704-1874 (cell) 

 

 
Mass Schedule 

Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Baptism By appointment: one month in 

advance 

Weddings 

 

By date: one year in advance (approx.) 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Sunday morning: 8:30 a.m. 

Filipino Mass – Saturday    

Kids & Youth Ministry    1st February 2026 

Children’s Mass  22nd February 2026 

Pastoral & Finance Council    9th March 2026 – 6:30 p.m. 

Coffee Social  

Second Collection                              

 22nd February 2026 

   8th February 2026 

    

DIOCESE OF HAMILTON IN BERMUDA 

Most Rev. Bishop, Wiesław (Wes) Śpiewak 
www.romancatholicbermuda.bm 

 

Parish Team Leaders 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Card – Pastoral          Mrs. Annette Barclay 

Council Chairperson                            St. Vincent de Paul 

                                                             Society Representative 
 

Walette Cross                                     Natalia Walker & Justin  

Stewardship Representative               Tavares                                                            

                                                             Religious Education - 

Mrs. Mary Harvey - Parish                  Kids & Youth Ministry 
Administrator & Finance                       
Committee Team Leader                     Mrs. Jane Farge -  
                                                            Music Ministry 
                                              

 

Today’s Hymns  

Entrance:        We Are the Light of the World       #629 
Offertory:        The Cry of the Poor                        #829  
Communion:   Bread for the World                       #780 
Recessional:   Your Grace Enough                       #624 
 

                Leader of Song: Justin Tavares 
 

 
 

The St. Joseph’s Parish family takes this opportunity to thank you for 

coming to worship with us today. May the loving Lord always be with 

you, and with your families. 

 
  Sunday – 8th February 2026  

Proclaimer of God’s Word                 Jane Bermingham 

Sacristan                                             Stephen Card 

Eucharistic Minister                           Elizabeth Card 

Collection Counters                           Kathie Ausenda 

Altar Server                                             Liam/Seamus Stones 

Music                                                   Jane Farge 
 

Prayers: Please keep our sick and shut-ins in your prayers, 

especially Ilene Bremar, Andrew Card, Eleanor Correia and Mary 

Maybury. 
 

MASS INTENTION: 
 

Sunday, 1st February               +Eugenia Malanga Il Ferigo   

 

ATTENDANCE & COLLECTION 
                        

MASS Attendees Collection 

Sunday 1st February - 9:00 a.m.  43   414.00     

TOTAL:    $414.00 
 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity, it is appreciated. Banking 

information: St. Joseph’s Parish – Account Number: 20006060757062100 – 

Bank   NT Butterfield 
 

 Next Sunday will be the second Sunday of the month, 

therefore, there will be two collections: regular and maintenance. 
 

Friday, 13th February – Valentine’s Bingo –  6:30 p.m. Soup, 

Sandwiches/rolls, with emphasis on desserts and chocolate (      ) 

Tickets $25 (inclusive of 2 bingo cards) available from Liz after 

Mass or call 234-0872 or Email: lizziewhitney2015@gmail.com 
 

After Mass on Sunday, 15th February, there will be a short 

celebration outside the Parish Centre to burn the left-over 

palm crosses from last year; the ashes will be used on Ash 

Wednesday.  Mass time, 18th February: 5:45 p.m.  

 

THE PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE will be 
showing the movie “Cabrini” on Friday, 6th February at 7:30 p.m. 
in St. Theresa’s Hall. Refreshments will be provided and all are 
welcome. Please RSVP your attendance 
to peaceandsocialjusticeorcc@logic.bm  
 

SALVATION ARMY SOUP RUN: As some of you may know, 

members of our diocese assist with the Salvation Army Soup Run 

to feed the homeless on Monday, Tuesday and Saturday nights. 

Several of our volunteers have retired after many years of service 

and we are looking for new volunteers to replace them.  If you are 

interested in volunteering or getting more information, please 

contact Joe Kelly at joekelly@logic.bm . 
 

BISHOP’s CORNER 
 

Dear Fellow Catholics, 
 

Ten years ago, on 30th January 2016, three men from our Catholic 

community, Matthew Arnold, Andrew Moulder and David Swain, 

were ordained permanent deacons for our Diocese. The diaconate  

 
 

               
programme was initiated during Bishop Kurtz’s tenure, and 
I had the privilege of completing it. It was a special 
moment for me as well, as it was the first ordination I 
administered as bishop. After ten years, Deacon Matthew 
continues to minister at St. Patrick’s, while Deacon Andrew 
and Deacon David, following their families, have moved 
overseas. They continue to serve the Church in the places 
where they now live. 
 

In recent years, there have been a number of enquiries 
about whether our Diocese might begin a new programme 
for the permanent diaconate. I believe this anniversary 
provides a good opportunity to consider the question in a 
broader context: should we prepare new permanent 
deacons, or should we focus on preparing lay pastoral 
leaders? There is no doubt that increasing the number of 
accurately trained pastoral assistants would be beneficial 
for our parishes. 
 

The general rule is that the number of permanent deacons 
in a diocese should not exceed 50% of the number of 
priests ministering there. In our case, this limit could be 
accommodated relatively easily, as two of our deacons 
serve elsewhere; nevertheless, we would not be able to 
invite more than two candidates into the programme. 
If we opt to prepare deacons, candidates must be men and 
must hold Bermudian citizenship or permanent resident 
certificate (PRC) status. If, however, we choose to prepare 
lay pastoral leaders, the invitation could be extended to 
women and expatriates as well. 
 

While lay pastoral leaders would not be ordained 
ministers, we could still clearly define the scope of their 
ministry, enabling them to serve our parishes pastorally in 
an effective and meaningful way. 
 

I would be very grateful to receive your feedback, my 
Good People, as this is your Diocese, and I am your 
bishop only for a certain time. 
 

May your weekend be restful and your week blessed. 
 

Bishop Wes 
 
HOLY COMMUNION BY INTINCTION 
 

We wish to inform you that the Vatican Dicastery for 

Divine Worship and the Discipline of Sacraments has 

issued a note reminding the faithful of the Church’s 

guidelines regarding, that is, by dipping the 

consecrated host into the consecrated wine. 
 

The guidelines state that only the Minister of the 

Sacrament (priest, deacon, or a properly instituted 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion) may dip the 

host, and that then the communicant must 

receive Communion on the tongue. This means that self-

intinction and the distribution of an intincted host in the 

hand are not permitted. 

********** 
 

February 2026 invites us to slow down and turn our 
hearts toward God. The readings this month teach simple 
lessons about humility, mercy, and choosing what is good. 
We hear Jesus call us to serve others, follow God’s 
commands, and trust Him when life is hard. Lent also 
begins, reminding us to pray, fast, and look at our lives  

 
with honesty. The month teaches that faith grows when 
we let God guide our choices, care for people in need, 
and stay close to Jesus in times of struggle. 
 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time: The readings for this 
Sunday remind us to seek God with humility. 
The first reading tells us that God protects those who are 
humble and follow His ways. The psalm praises God for 
caring for the weak and needy. The second reading says 
that God chooses the lowly to show His greatness. The 
gospel gives us the Beatitudes, where Jesus tells us who 
is truly blessed. These are the people who trust in God, 
show mercy, seek justice, and endure hardship for their 
faith. 
 

We are called to live in a way that is different from the 
world. The Beatitudes show us that true blessings come 
from following Jesus, not from wealth or power. God 
blesses those who are humble, kind, and faithful. We 
should ask ourselves if we are seeking God or just 
waiting for something to happen. We should also reflect 
on how we can be a blessing to others. 
 

God often chooses the weak and lowly to do His work. 
He does not pick people based on their status or 
achievements. This is a powerful message. Many people 
think they need to be strong, rich, or important to make a 
difference. But Paul shows that God works through those 
who seem unimportant. He lifts up the humble and 
makes them part of His plan. 
Jesus Himself lived this way. He was not born into power 
or wealth, yet He brought salvation to the world. This 
Sunday calls us to follow His example. God does not ask 
for perfection or greatness. He asks for faith and 
humility. When we trust in Him, He can use us in ways 
we never expected. 
 

Reflection: 

• How do the Beatitudes challenge the way you 
think about success? 

• What does it mean to be “poor in spirit” in your 
daily life? 

• How can you practice humility in a world that 
values self-promotion? 

• In what ways do you seek refuge in God during 
difficult times? 

• How can you be more merciful to others? 

• What does it mean to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness? 

• How do you respond when you face struggles 
for doing what is right? 

• Why do you think God chooses the weak and 
lowly for His work? 

• How can you bring peace into your relationships 
and community? 

• What is one way you can live out the teachings 
of the 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A this 
week? 

 

Prayer: Lord, help us to follow the path You have set 
before us. Teach us to trust in You, seek justice, and live 
humbly. Give us the strength to show mercy and work for 
peace. May we always remember that true happiness 
comes from walking in Your ways. Amen. 
 

Source: Young Catholics 2026 
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